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In a working life that spanned half a century, Ernie Goodman was one of the nation’s preeminent defense
attorneys for workers and the militant poor. His remarkable career put him at the center of the struggle for
social justice in the twentieth century, from the sit-down strikes of the 1930s to the Red Scare of the 1950s to
the freedom struggles, anti-war demonstrations, and ghetto rebellions of the 1960s and 1970s. The Color of
Law: Ernie Goodman, Detroit, and the Struggle for Labor and Civil Rights traces Goodman’s journey
through these tumultuous events and highlights the many moments when changing perceptions of social
justice clashed with legal precedent.

Authors Steve Babson, Dave Riddle, and David Elsila tell Goodman’s life story, beginning with his
formative years as the son of immigrant parents in Detroit’s Jewish ghetto, to his early ambitions as a
corporate lawyer, and his conversion to socialism and labor law during the Great Depression. From Detroit
to Mississippi, Goodman saw police and other officials giving the “color of law” to actions that stifled
freedom of speech and nullified the rights of workers and minorities. The authors highlight Goodman’s
landmark cases in defense of labor and civil rights and examine the complex relationships he developed
along the way with individuals like Supreme Court Justice and former Michigan governor Frank Murphy,
UAW president Walter Reuther, Detroit mayor Coleman Young, and congressman George Crockett.
Drawing from a rich collection of letters, oral histories, court records, and press accounts, the authors re-
create the compelling story of Goodman’s life. The Color of Law demonstrates that the abuse of power is
non-partisan and that individuals who oppose injustice can change the course of events.

For additional information, reviews, photos, and events, please see erniegoodman.com.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel McDonald:

The book The Color of Law: Ernie Goodman, Detroit, and the Struggle for Labor and Civil Rights (Great
Lakes Books Series) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much
more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the
subject. If you can make examining a book The Color of Law: Ernie Goodman, Detroit, and the Struggle for
Labor and Civil Rights (Great Lakes Books Series) to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add
your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything
if you like open and read a publication The Color of Law: Ernie Goodman, Detroit, and the Struggle for
Labor and Civil Rights (Great Lakes Books Series). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book
or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Tracy Caudle:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some
others. When you read this The Color of Law: Ernie Goodman, Detroit, and the Struggle for Labor and Civil
Rights (Great Lakes Books Series), you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Scott Foust:

Often the book The Color of Law: Ernie Goodman, Detroit, and the Struggle for Labor and Civil Rights
(Great Lakes Books Series) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot
of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this
book.

Andrew Jefferson:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will
get great deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
will be The Color of Law: Ernie Goodman, Detroit, and the Struggle for Labor and Civil Rights (Great Lakes



Books Series).
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