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The Imprint of Another Life: Adoption Narratives and Human Possibility addresses a series of questions
about common beliefs about adoption. Underlying these beliefs is the assumption that human qualities are
innate and intrinsic, an assumption often held by adoptees and their families, sometimes at great emotional
cost. This book explores representations of adoption—transracial, transnational, and domestic same-race
adoption—that reimagine human possibility by questioning this assumption and conceiving of alternatives.

Literary scholar Margaret Homans examines fiction making’s special relationship to themes of adoption, an
“as if” form of family making, fabricated or fictional instead of biological or “real.” Adoption has tended to
generate stories rather than uncover bedrock truths. Adoptive families are made, not born; in the words of
novelist Jeanette Winterson, “adopted children are self-invented because we have to be.” In attempting to
recover their lost histories and identities, adoptees create new stories about themselves. While some believe
that adoptees cannot be whole unless they reconnect with their origins, others believe that privileging
biology reaffirms hierarchies (such as those of race) that harm societies and individuals. Adoption is lived
and represented through an irresolvable tension between belief in the innate nature of human traits and belief
in their constructedness, contingency, and changeability. The book shows some of the ways in which literary
creation, and a concept of adoption as a form of creativity, manages this tension.

The texts examined include fiction (e.g., classic novels such as Silas Marner, What Maisie Knew, and
Beloved); memoirs by adoptees, adoptive parents, and birthmothers; drama, documentary films, advice
manuals, social science writing; and published interviews with adoptees, parents, and birth parents. Along
the way the book tracks the quests of adoptees who, whether or not they meet their original families, must
construct their own stories rather than finding them; follows transnational adoptees as they return, hopes held
high, to Korea and China; looks over the shoulders of a generation of girls adopted from China as they watch
Disney’s iconic Mulan, with its alluring story of destiny written on the skin; and listens to birthmothers as
they struggle to tell painful secrets held for decades.

This book engages in debates within adoption studies, women’s and gender studies, transnational studies,
and ethnic studies; it will appeal to literary scholars and critics, including specialists in memoir or narrative
theory, and to general readers interested in adoption and in race.
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From reader reviews:

Lori McDonald:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question
because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this The Imprint of Another Life: Adoption Narratives
and Human Possibility to read.

Priscilla Garcia:

Beside that The Imprint of Another Life: Adoption Narratives and Human Possibility in your phone, it may
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can
got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have The Imprint of Another Life: Adoption Narratives and Human Possibility because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this
book and also read it from now!

Isidro Wells:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Imprint of Another Life: Adoption
Narratives and Human Possibility can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and
so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these textbooks have than the others?

Alice Concannon:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and The Imprint of Another Life:
Adoption Narratives and Human Possibility or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After
you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Imprint of Another Life: Adoption Narratives
and Human Possibility to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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