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What is history and why should we study it? Is there such a thing as historical truth? Is history a science?
One of the most accomplished historians at work today, John Lewis Gaddis, answers these and other
questions in this short, witty, and humane book. The Landscape of History provides a searching look at the
historian's craft, as well as a strong argument for why a historical consciousness should matter to us today.

Gaddis points out that while the historical method is more sophisticated than most historians realize, it
doesn't require unintelligible prose to explain. Like cartographers mapping landscapes, historians represent
what they can never replicate. In doing so, they combine the techniques of artists, geologists, paleontologists,
and evolutionary biologists. Their approaches parallel, in intriguing ways, the new sciences of chaos,
complexity, and criticality. They don't much resemble what happens in the social sciences, where the pursuit
of independent variables functioning with static systems seems increasingly divorced from the world as we
know it. So who's really being scientific and who isn't? This question too is one Gaddis explores, in ways
that are certain to spark interdisciplinary controversy.

Written in the tradition of Marc Bloch and E.H. Carr, The Landscape of History is at once an engaging
introduction to the historical method for beginners, a powerful reaffirmation of it for practitioners, a startling
challenge to social scientists, and an effective skewering of post-modernist claims that we can't know
anything at all about the past. It will be essential reading for anyone who reads, writes, teaches, or cares
about history.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew German:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name The Landscape of
History: How Historians Map the Past suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in
this era. Often the book untitled The Landscape of History: How Historians Map the Pastis the main one of
several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to.
The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world within this book.

Mac Cutter:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is The Landscape of History: How Historians Map the Past this reserve
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Jon Watson:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Landscape of History: How Historians
Map the Past can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
books have than the others?

Cassandra Harvey:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book The Landscape of History: How Historians Map the Past was filled
regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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