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The word Witchcraft has been misunderstood for centuries. In the past 500 years, millions of people have
faced persecution, torture, and even death after being accused of practicing Witchcraft.

For many people the word "Witch" still conjures up images of secret spells and diabolical midnight rituals.
So what exactly is Witchcraft (also called Wica or Wicca), and how did it evolve into one of today's fastest-
growing religions?

Witchcraft From the Inside presents the history of Witchcraft—from its roots in ancient fertility religions, to
the madness of the Malleus Maleficarum and the European Witch trials, to the growth of modern Wicca in
Britain and the United States. Essays contributed by leading Wiccan authorities explore the present state of
Wicca and provide a glimpse into the future of this peaceful nature religion.

Author Ray Buckland studied Witchcraft under Gerald Gardner, the man largely credited for the revival of
Witchcraft and the establishment of Wicca as a modern religion. Mr. Buckland was instrumental in bringing
Gardnerian Witchcraft from England to the United States and is considered to be one of the leading
American authorities on Witchcraft.

In the following excerpt, Mr. Buckland explains the mundane truths behind the seemingly horrific
ingredients of the legendary "witches' brews".

We know, from Shakespeare and other sources, that the Witches threw into their pots the most gruesome
ingredients, right? There were things like the tongue of a snake, bloody fingers, catgut, donkey's eyes, frog's
foot, goat's beard, a Jew's ear, mouse tail, snake head, swine snout, wolf's foot, and so on. Pretty disgusting
by the sound of it—if you take them at face value! In fact these were all the most innocuous of ingredients:
normal plants and herbs.
Today all plants have a Latin name, so that they may be distinct and positively identified. Yet years ago they
were known only by common, local names. A plant or herb might be known by one name in one part of the
country and a quite different name in another part of the country. And these names were colorful ones,
frequently given to the plant because of its looks, color, or other attributes.
In the above list, adder's tongue was a name given to the dogtooth violet (Erythronium americanum); bloody
fingers was the foxglove (Digitalis purpurea); catgut was the hoary pea (Tephrosia virginiana); donkey's
eyes were the seeds of the cowage plant (Mucuna pruriens); frog's foot was the bulbous buttercup
(Ranunculus bulbosus); goat's beard was the vegetable oyster (Tragopogon porrofolius); Jew's ear was a
fungus that grew on elder trees and elm trees (Peziza auricula); mouse tail was common stonecrop (Sedum
acre); snake head was balmony (Chelone glabra); swine snout was the dandelion (Taraxacum dens leonis);
and wolf's foot was bugle weed (Lycopus virginicus). So the seemingly fearsome concoctions that the
Witches mixed up in their cauldrons were nothing more than simple herbs going into a cookpot!
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From reader reviews:

Stuart Rosado:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Witchcraft From the Inside: Origins of the
Fastest Growing Religious Movement in America book because book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably
know this.

Henry Hedrick:

Precisely why? Because this Witchcraft From the Inside: Origins of the Fastest Growing Religious
Movement in America is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but
latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also
write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going
to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I
had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Sandra Wright:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what sorts of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us
novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Witchcraft From the Inside: Origins of the Fastest Growing Religious
Movement in America provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Carmine Caulfield:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Witchcraft From the Inside: Origins
of the Fastest Growing Religious Movement in America as well as others sources were given understanding
for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book
was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes Witchcraft From the Inside:



Origins of the Fastest Growing Religious Movement in America to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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