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His formal schooling abruptly cut off at age eleven, George Washington saw his boyhood dream of joining
the British army evaporate and recognized that even his aspiration to rise in colonial Virginian agricultural
society would be difficult. Throughout his life he faced challenges for which he lacked the academic
foundations shared by his more highly educated contemporaries. Yet Washington’s legacy is clearly not one
of failure.

Breaking new ground in Washington scholarship and American revolutionary history, Adrienne M. Harrison
investigates the first president’s dedicated process of self-directed learning through reading, a facet of his
character and leadership long neglected by historians and biographers. In A Powerful Mind, Harrison shows
that Washington rose to meet these trials through a committed campaign of highly focused reading,
educating himself on exactly what he needed to do and how best to do it. In contrast to other famous figures
of the revolution—Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin—Washington did not relish learning
for its own sake, viewing self-education instead as a tool for shaping himself into the person he wanted to be.
His two highest-profile and highest-risk endeavors—commander in chief of the Continental Army and
president of the fledgling United States—are a testament to the success of his strategy.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Jude:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This A Powerful Mind: The Self-Education of
George Washington is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Robert Heck:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider when those
information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take A Powerful Mind: The Self-Education of George Washington as your daily
resource information.

Jessie Adams:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that
need more time to be study. A Powerful Mind: The Self-Education of George Washington can be your
answer since it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Marianne Button:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them
is A Powerful Mind: The Self-Education of George Washington.
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