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From tabloid exposes of child prostitution to the grisly tales of Jack the Ripper, narratives of sexual danger
pulsated through Victorian London. Expertly blending social history and cultural criticism, Judith Walkowitz
shows how these narratives reveal the complex dramas of power, politics, and sexuality that were being
played out in late nineteenth-century Britain, and how they influenced the language of politics, journalism,
and fiction.

Victorian London was a world where long-standing traditions of class and gender were challenged by a
range of public spectacles, mass media scandals, new commercial spaces, and a proliferation of new sexual
categories and identities. In the midst of this changing culture, women of many classes challenged the
traditional privileges of elite males and
asserted their presence in the public domain.

An important catalyst in this conflict, argues Walkowitz, was W. T. Stead's widely read 1885 article about
child prostitution. Capitalizing on the uproar caused by the piece and the volatile political climate of the
time, women spoke of sexual danger, articulating their own grievances against men, inserting themselves
into the public discussion of sex to an unprecedented extent, and gaining new entree to public spaces and
journalistic practices. The ultimate manifestation of class anxiety and gender antagonism came in 1888 with
the tabloid tales of Jack the Ripper. In between, there were quotidien stories of sexual possibility and urban
adventure, and Walkowitz examines them all, showing how women were not simply figures in the imaginary
landscape of male spectators, but also central actors in the stories of metropolotin life that reverberated in
courtrooms, learned journals, drawing rooms, street corners, and in the letters columns of the daily press.

A model of cultural history, this ambitious book will stimulate and enlighten readers across a broad range of
interests.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Jackson:

With other case, little folks like to read book City of Dreadful Delight: Narratives of Sexual Danger in Late-
Victorian London (Women in Culture and Society). You can choose the best book if you love reading a
book. So long as we know about how is important the book City of Dreadful Delight: Narratives of Sexual
Danger in Late-Victorian London (Women in Culture and Society). You can add know-how and of course
you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Eliseo Watkins:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love City of Dreadful Delight: Narratives of Sexual
Danger in Late-Victorian London (Women in Culture and Society), you may enjoy both. It is fine
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Patricia Stewart:

City of Dreadful Delight: Narratives of Sexual Danger in Late-Victorian London (Women in Culture and
Society) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because
this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit
entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing City of Dreadful Delight: Narratives of Sexual Danger in Late-Victorian
London (Women in Culture and Society) however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest
in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information
can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Amy Zambrano:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This City of Dreadful Delight: Narratives
of Sexual Danger in Late-Victorian London (Women in Culture and Society) can be the answer, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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