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Lynn Stephen’s innovative ethnography follows indigenous Mexicans from two towns in the state of
Oaxaca—the Mixtec community of San Agustín Atenango and the Zapotec community of Teotitlán del
Valle—who periodically leave their homes in Mexico for extended periods of work in California and
Oregon. Demonstrating that the line separating Mexico and the United States is only one among the many
borders that these migrants repeatedly cross (including national, regional, cultural, ethnic, and class borders
and divisions), Stephen advocates an ethnographic framework focused on transborder, rather than
transnational, lives. Yet she does not disregard the state: She assesses the impact migration has had on local
systems of government in both Mexico and the United States as well as the abilities of states to police and
affect transborder communities.

Stephen weaves the personal histories and narratives of indigenous transborder migrants together with
explorations of the larger structures that affect their lives. Taking into account U.S. immigration policies and
the demands of both commercial agriculture and the service sectors, she chronicles how migrants experience
and remember low-wage work in agriculture, landscaping, and childcare and how gender relations in Oaxaca
and the United States are reconfigured by migration. She looks at the ways that racial and ethnic hierarchies
inherited from the colonial era—hierarchies that debase Mexico’s indigenous groups—are reproduced within
heterogeneous Mexican populations in the United States. Stephen provides case studies of four grass-roots
organizations in which Mixtec migrants are involved, and she considers specific uses of digital technology
by transborder communities. Ultimately Stephen demonstrates that transborder migrants are reshaping
notions of territory and politics by developing creative models of governance, education, and economic
development as well as ways of maintaining their cultures and languages across geographic distances.
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From reader reviews:

Don Gonzales:

This Transborder Lives: Indigenous Oaxacans in Mexico, California, and Oregon book is not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. That Transborder Lives: Indigenous Oaxacans in Mexico, California, and
Oregon without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't be worry Transborder Lives: Indigenous Oaxacans in Mexico, California, and Oregon can
bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in
your lovely laptop even phone. This Transborder Lives: Indigenous Oaxacans in Mexico, California, and
Oregon having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Hector Hartung:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Transborder Lives: Indigenous
Oaxacans in Mexico, California, and Oregon that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all
you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick Transborder Lives: Indigenous Oaxacans in
Mexico, California, and Oregon become your own personal starter.

Dennis Ramirez:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically
the book that recommended to your account is Transborder Lives: Indigenous Oaxacans in Mexico,
California, and Oregon this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This
kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make
usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book.
That is why this book suitable all of you.

Debera Jessie:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Transborder Lives: Indigenous Oaxacans in



Mexico, California, and Oregon as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know
how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or
even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside
science book, any other book likes Transborder Lives: Indigenous Oaxacans in Mexico, California, and
Oregon to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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