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Expounding the view that the feminist movement has both encouraged and enriched literature by women,
Katherine Payant examines a large body of popular fiction of the late 1960s through the early 1990s, relating
these writers and works to the women's movement and feminist theories. The study concentrates on popular
fiction, which is seen as evidence of the widespread influence of feminism and as a vehicle for dissemination
of mainstream feminist ideas.

The opening chapter argues that feminist-influenced popular literature has been neglected by critics and
stresses the importance of its study to discern how social movements, such as feminism, affect the arts.
Chapters dealing with the 1970s and 1980s survey relevant feminist theories and tie them to representative
novels. Especially characteristic of the 1970s was the novel of development, of growing up female, or, in
feminist terminology, the social construction of femininity. The 1980s and early 1990s showed themes
broadening into women's experiences, such as motherhood, and bonds between women, including
mother/daughter relationships and friendships. Chosen for special focus in individual chapters are Marge
Piercy, Mary Gordon, and Toni Morrison, all immensely successful during the last twenty years and
reflecting divergent perspectives on feminism. Gordon, writing from an Irish Catholic perspective,
synthesizes feminist ideas with traditional feminine experiences. Morrison celebrates the strength and
laments the pain of African-American women, but shows ambivalence toward some feminist issues in the
light of the experiences of black women. Written in accessible prose, this work will deepen the appreciation
of readers of these novelists and can serve as valuable supplementary reading for courses in women's studies
and women in literature. An extensive bibliography includes primary sources and studies in feminism,
literary criticism, and contemporary women's writing.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Dall:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Becoming and Bonding:
Contemporary Feminism and Popular Fiction by American Women Writers (Contributions in Women's
Studies) will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why
they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Peter Zimmerman:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Becoming and Bonding:
Contemporary Feminism and Popular Fiction by American Women Writers (Contributions in Women's
Studies) to read.

Benedict Wilkerson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Becoming and Bonding: Contemporary
Feminism and Popular Fiction by American Women Writers (Contributions in Women's Studies) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in
this era.

William Black:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Becoming and Bonding: Contemporary Feminism and
Popular Fiction by American Women Writers (Contributions in Women's Studies) was multi-colored and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book Becoming and Bonding: Contemporary Feminism and
Popular Fiction by American Women Writers (Contributions in Women's Studies) has many kinds or style.
Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you
are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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