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Going well beyond the masterful presentationof Buddhism in the bestselling The World's Religions, Huston
Smith and his premier student Philip Novak offer an expert, contemporary, yet highly readable and incisive
guide to the heart of this vibrantly diverse and rapidly growing tradition, one that has an increasing presence
and importance on the American scene. Smith is universally regarded as the leading authority on the world's
religious traditions, and Novak is an award-winning professor of world religions and a Buddhist practitioner
immersed in the contemporary worlds of American and Asian Buddhism.

Smith and Novak respectfully cover the essential teachings, practices, and historical development of
Buddhism in all its rich variety. Beginning with the life and legend of the Buddha, Buddhism explores core
Buddhist doctrines such as the Four Noble Truths, the Eightfold Path, nirvana, and emptiness. The authors
go on to discuss the split between Theravada and Mahayana Buddhism, the continued divisions of Mahayana
into Pure Land, Zen, and Tibetan Buddhism, and the confluence of Hinduism and Buddhism in India. The
second half of the book follows the global migration of Buddhism and its continuing diversification and
development in the West, especially in America. This compelling work by two great scholars -- a legendary
teacher and his long-time student and colleague -- is the most insightful, up-to-date, and accessible
introduction to this great and immensely appealing religious tradition available today.
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From reader reviews:

Harry Crawford:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Buddhism: A Concise Introduction. Try to stumble
through book Buddhism: A Concise Introduction as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when
you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So ,
we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Darlene Lewis:

Here thing why that Buddhism: A Concise Introduction are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Buddhism: A Concise Introduction giving you information deeper as different
ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with Buddhism: A Concise
Introduction. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of Buddhism: A Concise Introduction in e-book can be your substitute.

Christopher Gobert:

This Buddhism: A Concise Introduction are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The main reason of this Buddhism: A Concise Introduction can be on the list of great books
you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with
information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Buddhism: A
Concise Introduction giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Gloria Lafreniere:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real
their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Buddhism: A Concise Introduction can make you feel more interested to read.
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