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Perhaps nowhere else has literature been as conscious a collective endeavor as in China, and China's survival
over three thousand years may owe more to its literary traditions than to its political history. This Very Short
Introduction tells the story of Chinese literature from antiquity to the present, focusing on the key role
literary culture played in supporting social and political concerns. Embracing traditional Chinese
understandings of literature as encompassing history and philosophy as well as poetry and poetics,
storytelling, drama, and the novel, Sabina Knight discusses the philosophical foundations of literary culture
as well as literature's power to address historical trauma and cultivate moral and sensual passions. From
ancient historical records through the modernization and globalization of Chinese literature, Knight draws on
lively examples to underscore the close relationship between ethics and aesthetics, as well as the diversity of
Chinese thought. Knight also illuminates the role of elite patronage; the ways literature has served the
interests of specific groups; and questions of canonization, language, nationalism, and cross-cultural
understanding. The book includes Chinese characters for names, titles, and key terms.
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From reader reviews:

Victor Shepard:

The book Chinese Literature: A Very Short Introduction can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book Chinese Literature: A Very
Short Introduction? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Chinese
Literature: A Very Short Introduction has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Eldon Hall:

The e-book untitled Chinese Literature: A Very Short Introduction is the guide that recommended to you to
learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that publisher
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of
study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Chinese Literature: A Very Short Introduction from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Jack Rosa:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more
time to be read. Chinese Literature: A Very Short Introduction can be your answer as it can be read by a
person who have those short time problems.

Ruth Haddock:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By book
Chinese Literature: A Very Short Introduction we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book Chinese Literature: A Very
Short Introduction. You can more inviting than now.
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