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When movies replaced theatre as popular entertainment in the years 1910–20, the world of live drama was
wide open for reform. American advocates and practitioners founded theatres in a spirit of
anticommercialism, seeking to develop an American audience for serious theatre, mounting plays in what
would today be called “alternative spaces,” and uniting for the cause an eclectic group of professors, social
workers, members of women’s clubs, bohemians, artists, students, and immigrants. This rebellion, called the
Little Theatre Movement, also prompted and promoted the college theatre major, the inclusion of theatre
pedagogy in K–12 education, prototypes for the nonprofit model, and the notion that theatre is a valuable
form of self-expression.

Composing Ourselves: The Little Theatre Movement and the American Audience argues that the movement
was a national phenomenon, not just the result of aspirants copying the efforts of the much-storied
Provincetown Players, Washington Square Players, Neighborhood Playhouse, and Chicago Little Theatre.
Going beyond the familiar histories of the best-known groups, Dorothy Chansky traces the origins of both
the ideas and the infrastructures for serious theatre that are ordinary parts of the American cultural landscape
today; she also investigates the gender discrimination, racism, and class insensitivity that were embedded in
reformers’ ideas of the “universal” and that still trouble the rhetoric of regional, educational, and community
theatre.

            

An important piece of revisionist history, Composing Ourselves shows how theatre reform, in keeping with
other Progressive Era activism, took on corporate, conservative society, but did so in ways that were
sometimes contradictory. For example, women constituted the majority of ticket buyers and the bulk of
unsung labor, yet plays by women were considered inferior. Most reformers were comfortably middle class
and sought change that would eliminate the anomie of modernity but not challenge their privileged positions.

Chansky deliberates on antifeminist images of women theatergoers in literature and cartoons and considers
the achievements and failures of the Drama League of America, a network of women’s clubs, following up
with a case study of the playwright Alice Gerstenberg to point out that theatre history has not fully realized
the role of women in the Little Theatre Movement. Even as women were earning the majority of degrees in
newly minted theatre programs, their paths were barred to most professional work except teaching. Chansky
also considers a blackface production of a play about rural African Americans, which was a step towards
sympathetic portrayals of minority characters yet still a reinforcement of white upper- and middle-class
perspectives.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Partee:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Composing Ourselves: The Little Theatre Movement and the American Audience
(Theater in the Americas), you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Herbert Turley:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Composing Ourselves: The Little Theatre Movement and the American Audience (Theater in the Americas)
your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not
known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one
contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The Composing Ourselves:
The Little Theatre Movement and the American Audience (Theater in the Americas) giving you a different
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Kristen Blasingame:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified
as of book Composing Ourselves: The Little Theatre Movement and the American Audience (Theater in the
Americas). You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add
your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can
bring you from one spot to other place.

Thelma Cobb:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source this filled update
of news. Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You



can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just in search of the Composing Ourselves: The Little Theatre Movement and the American Audience
(Theater in the Americas) when you needed it?
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