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Invariably, armies are accused of preparing to fight the previous war. In Learning to Eat Soup with a Knife,
Lieutenant Colonel John A. Nagl—a veteran of both Operation Desert Storm and the current conflict in
Iraq—considers the now-crucial question of how armies adapt to changing circumstances during the course
of conflicts for which they are initially unprepared. Through the use of archival sources and interviews with
participants in both engagements, Nagl compares the development of counterinsurgency doctrine and
practice in the Malayan Emergency from 1948 to 1960 with what developed in the Vietnam War from 1950
to 1975.

In examining these two events, Nagl—the subject of a recent New York Times Magazine cover story by Peter
Maass—argues that organizational culture is key to the ability to learn from unanticipated conditions, a
variable which explains why the British army successfully conducted counterinsurgency in Malaya but why
the American army failed to do so in Vietnam, treating the war instead as a conventional conflict. Nagl
concludes that the British army, because of its role as a colonial police force and the organizational
characteristics created by its history and national culture, was better able to quickly learn and apply the
lessons of counterinsurgency during the course of the Malayan Emergency.

With a new preface reflecting on the author's combat experience in Iraq, Learning to Eat Soup with a Knife is
a timely examination of the lessons of previous counterinsurgency campaigns that will be hailed by both
military leaders and interested civilians.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Baker:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Learning to Eat Soup with a Knife:
Counterinsurgency Lessons from Malaya and Vietnam will make you to become smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will
open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that?
Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Victor Brown:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important usually. The book Learning to Eat Soup with a Knife:
Counterinsurgency Lessons from Malaya and Vietnam was making you to know about other know-how and
of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Learning to Eat Soup
with a Knife: Counterinsurgency Lessons from Malaya and Vietnam is not only giving you considerably
more new information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time
to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book Learning to Eat Soup with a Knife:
Counterinsurgency Lessons from Malaya and Vietnam. You never really feel lose out for everything when
you read some books.

Jennifer Smith:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider while those
information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take Learning to Eat Soup with a Knife: Counterinsurgency Lessons from
Malaya and Vietnam as the daily resource information.

Russell Fielder:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Learning to Eat Soup with a Knife: Counterinsurgency
Lessons from Malaya and Vietnam was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book Learning to Eat Soup with a Knife: Counterinsurgency Lessons from Malaya and Vietnam has many
kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read
and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like



reading this.
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