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Historians and archaeologists define primary states -- "cradles of civilization" from which all modern nation
states ultimately derive -- as large-scale, territorially-based, autonomous societies in which a centralized,
bureaucratic government employs legitimate power to exercise sovereignty. The well-recognized list of
regions that witnessed the development of primary states is short: Egypt, Mesopotamia, the Indus Valley,
China, Mesoamerica, and Andean South America. Drawing on archaeological and ethnohistorical sources,
Robert J. Hommon demonstrates that Polynesia, with primary states in both Hawai'i and Tonga, should be
added to this list.

The Ancient Hawaiian State is a study of the ancient Hawaiians' transformation of their Polynesian
chiefdoms into primary state societies, un-influenced by pre-existing states. The emergence of primary states
is one of the most revolutionary transformations in human history, and Hawai'i's metamorphosis was so
profound that in some ways the contact-era Hawaiian states bear a closer resemblance to our world than to
that of their closely-related Eastern Polynesian contemporaries, 4,000 kilometers to the south. In contrast to
the other six regions, in which states emerged in the distant, proto- or pre-literate past, the transformation of
Hawaiian states is documented in an extensive body of oral traditions preserved in written form, a rich
literature of early post-contact eyewitness accounts by participants and Western visitors, as well as an
extensive archaeological record. Part One of this book describes three competing Hawaiian states, based on
the islands of Hawai'i, Maui, and O'ahu, that existed at the time of first contact with the non-Polynesian
world (1778-79). Part Two presents a detailed definition of state society and how contact-era Hawai'i
satisfies this definition. Part Three provides political and cultural context by comparing the Hawaiian states
with the Tongan state and five Polynesian chiefdom societies in the Solomon, Marquesan, and Society
Archipelagoes. Part Four provides a model of the Hawaiian state emergence across 800 years of history. This
innovative study will advance the analysis of Polynesian political development and shed light on the nature
and dynamics of primary state formation worldwide.
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From reader reviews:

Velma Cain:

This The Ancient Hawaiian State: Origins of a Political Society book is not really ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this
e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will
get. That The Ancient Hawaiian State: Origins of a Political Society without we realize teach the one who
looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry The Ancient Hawaiian State: Origins
of a Political Society can bring whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to
be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Ancient Hawaiian State:
Origins of a Political Society having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not
truly feel uninterested in reading.

Mildred Perkins:

This The Ancient Hawaiian State: Origins of a Political Society are reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The explanation of this The Ancient Hawaiian State: Origins of a Political Society
can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but
feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually
handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this The Ancient Hawaiian State: Origins of a Political Society giving you an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Essie Ryan:

This book untitled The Ancient Hawaiian State: Origins of a Political Society to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You
will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone.
So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Elda Baggett:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled The Ancient Hawaiian State: Origins of a Political Society your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The The Ancient Hawaiian State: Origins of a Political
Society giving you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info
for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be



pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?
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