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The Mark of Cain fleshes out a history of conversations that contributed to Germany's coming to terms with
a guilty past. Katharina von Kellenbach draws on letters exchanged between clergy and Nazi perpetrators,
written notes of prison chaplains, memoirs, sermons, and prison publications to illuminate the moral and
spiritual struggles of perpetrators after World War II. These documents provide intimate insights into the
self-reflection and self-perception of perpetrators. As Germany looks back on more than sixty years of
passionate debate about political, personal and legal guilt, its ongoing engagement with the legacy of
perpetration has transformed German culture and politics.

The willingness to forgive and forget displayed by the father in the parable of the Prodigal Son became the
paradigm central to Germany's rehabilitation and reintegration of Nazi perpetrators. The problem with Luke's
parable in this context is that, unlike the son in the parable, perpetrators did not ask for forgiveness. Most
agents of state crimes felt innocent. Von Kellenbach proposes the story of the mark of Cain as a counter
narrative. In contrast to the Prodigal Son, who is quickly forgiven and welcomed back into the house of the
father, the fratricidal Cain is charged to rebuild his life on the basis of open communication about the past.
The story of the Prodigal Son equates forgiveness with forgetting; Cain's story links redemption with
remembrance and suggests a strategy of critical engagement with perpetrators.
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From reader reviews:

David Sayre:

This The Mark of Cain: Guilt and Denial in the Post-War Lives of Nazi Perpetrators book is just not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific The Mark of Cain: Guilt and Denial in the Post-
War Lives of Nazi Perpetrators without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry The Mark of Cain: Guilt and Denial in the Post-War Lives of
Nazi Perpetrators can bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Mark of Cain: Guilt and Denial
in the Post-War Lives of Nazi Perpetrators having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will
not really feel uninterested in reading.

Jill Lee:

The particular book The Mark of Cain: Guilt and Denial in the Post-War Lives of Nazi Perpetrators will
bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Mark of Cain: Guilt
and Denial in the Post-War Lives of Nazi Perpetrators is much recommended to you you just read. You can
also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Sergio Terry:

The book untitled The Mark of Cain: Guilt and Denial in the Post-War Lives of Nazi Perpetrators contain a
lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by
famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book because
you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice
study.

Cynthia Tso:

You can spend your free time to read this book this guide. This The Mark of Cain: Guilt and Denial in the
Post-War Lives of Nazi Perpetrators is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and
also soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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