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From the American Revolution to the global war on terror, U.S. Army doctrine has evolved to regulate the
chaos of armed conflict by providing an intellectual basis for organizing, training, equipping, and operating
the military. Walter E. Kretchik analyzes the service's keystone doctrine over three centuries to reveal that
the army's leadership is more forward thinking and adaptive than has been generally believed.

The first comprehensive history of Army doctrine, Kretchik's book fully explores the principles that have
shaped the Army's approach to warfare. From Regulations For the Order and Discipline of the Troops of the
United States in 1779 to modern-day field manuals, it reflects the fashioning of doctrine to incorporate the
lessons of past wars and minimize the uncertainty and dangers of battle.

Kretchik traces Army doctrine through four distinct eras: 1779-1904, when guidelines were compiled by
single authors or a board of officers in tactical drill manuals; 1905-1944, when the Root Reforms fixed
doctrinal responsibility with the General Staff; 1944-1962, the era of multiservice doctrine; and, beginning in
1962, coalition warfare with its emphasis on interagency cooperation. He reveals that doctrine has played a
significant role in the Army's performance throughout its history-although not always to its advantage, as it
has often failed to anticipate accurately the nature of the "next war" and still continues to be locked in a
debate between advocates of conventional warfare and those who emphasize counterinsurgency approaches.

Each chapter presents individuals who helped define and articulate Army doctrine during each period of its
history-including George Washington and Baron von Steuben in the eighteenth century, Emory Upton and
Arthur Wagner in the nineteenth, and Elihu Root and William DePuy in the twentieth. Each identifies the
"first principles" set down in manuals covering such topics as tactics, operations, and strategy; size,
organization, and distribution of forces; and the promise and challenges of technological innovation. Each
also presents specific cases that analyze how effectively the Army actually applied a particular era's doctrine.

Doctrine remains the basis of instruction in the Army school system, ensuring that all officers and enlisted
soldiers share a common intellectual framework. This book elucidates that framework for the first time.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Slawson:

This book untitled U.S. Army Doctrine: From the American Revolution to the War on Terror (Modern War
Studies) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or
you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read
this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book
from your list.

Tommie Matthews:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled U.S. Army Doctrine: From the American
Revolution to the War on Terror (Modern War Studies) can be good book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Domingo Adams:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is U.S. Army Doctrine: From the American Revolution to the War on
Terror (Modern War Studies) this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world
now. That book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why
this book suitable all of you.

Lisa Martin:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By book U.S. Army Doctrine: From the American Revolution to the War on Terror (Modern War Studies)
we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must want to
read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to



change your life with that book U.S. Army Doctrine: From the American Revolution to the War on Terror
(Modern War Studies). You can more pleasing than now.
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