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In the 1940s, American thought experienced a cataclysmic paradigm shift. Before then, national ideology
was shaped by American exceptionalism and bourgeois nationalism: elites saw themselves as the children of
a homogeneous nation standing outside the history and culture of the Old World. This view repressed the
cultures of those who did not fit the elite vision: people of color, Catholics, Jews, and immigrants. David W.
Noble, a preeminent figure in American studies, inherited this ideology. However, like many who entered the
field in the 1940s, he rejected the ideals of his intellectual predecessors and sought a new, multicultural,
postnational scholarship. Throughout his career, Noble has examined this rupture in American intellectual
life. In Death of a Nation, he presents the culmination of decades of thought in a sweeping treatise on the
shaping of contemporary American studies and an eloquent summation of his distinguished career.

Exploring the roots of American exceptionalism, Noble demonstrates that it was a doomed ideology.
Capitalists who believed in a bounded nationalism also depended on a boundless, international marketplace.
This contradiction was inherently unstable, and the belief in a unified national landscape exploded in World
War II. The rupture provided an opening for alternative narratives as class, ethnicity, race, and region were
reclaimed as part of the nation's history. Noble traces the effects of this shift among scholars and artists, and
shows how even today they struggle to imagine an alternative postnational narrative and seek the meaning of
local and national cultures in an increasingly transnational world. While Noble illustrates the challenges that
the paradigm shift created, he also suggests solutions that will help scholars avoid romanticized and
reductive approaches toward the study of American culture in the future.

David W. Noble is professor of American studies at the University of Minnesota. He is the author of
numerous books, including The End of American History (1985) and The Free and the Unfree: A
Progressive History of the United States (with Peter N. Carroll, 2001).
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From reader reviews:

Tameika Ahmed:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide. Book has
a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Death of a Nation: American Culture and the End
of Exceptionalism (Critical American Studies) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or
reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Irving Hansen:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Death of a Nation: American Culture and the End of Exceptionalism (Critical American Studies), you may
tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average,
make them reading a e-book.

Alice Smith:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Death of a Nation: American Culture and the End
of Exceptionalism (Critical American Studies) can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know.
You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Effie Morris:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Death of a Nation: American Culture and the End of Exceptionalism
(Critical American Studies) can make you experience more interested to read.
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