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One of the most extravagantly dark works of Gothic fiction ever written in English, admired by the likes of
Lord Byron and the Marquis de Sade, The Monk drew a firestorm of criticism when it was published in 1796.
Contemporaries condemned it as "lewd," "libidinous and impious." "Lust, murder, incest, and every atrocity
that can disgrace human nature," one critic cried, "brought together, without the apology of probability, or
even possibility." Of course, it was an immediate best seller.
Written by Matthew Lewis at the tender age of nineteen, The Monk tells of the violent downfall of the monk
Ambrosio. Idolized by all Madrid for his spotless character, the proud Ambrosio is privately tormented with
lust for Matilda and, once sated, with overpowering desire for the pure and innocent Antonia, whom he rapes
and murders in the crypt of Saint Clare. Sentenced to death by the Inquisition, he sells his soul to the devil,
with unusually bad results. But the plot is only part of the book's appeal. The Monk is a bubbling cauldron of
Horror characters and motifs. Ghosts, murderous banditti, the Wandering Jew, a gypsy fortune teller, the
Bleeding Nun, the Grand Inquisitor, and Satan himself all have roles in the drama. Characters are buried
alive, tortured, tempted by demons, and torn apart by riotous mobs, in settings that include castles,
monasteries, and dungeons.
Stephen King, in his introduction to this edition, calls The Monk "a black engine of sex and the supernatural
that changed the genre--and the novel itself--forever." Everyone who loves the novels of King will find this
book irresistible.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marsh:

The book The Monk (Oxford World's Classics Hardcovers) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book The Monk (Oxford World's
Classics Hardcovers)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give
many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts
that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Monk
(Oxford World's Classics Hardcovers) has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can search the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Fabiola Gaylor:

This book untitled The Monk (Oxford World's Classics Hardcovers) to be one of several books that will best
seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You
will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Anita Cannon:

Often the book The Monk (Oxford World's Classics Hardcovers) has a lot of information on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
The author makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after reading this article book.

Kathryn Hill:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also
you know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to
include you knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about
something by book. Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is The Monk
(Oxford World's Classics Hardcovers).
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