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From a Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist and Los Angeles Times contributor, the untold story of how science
went “big,” built the bombs that helped win World War II, and became dependent on government and
industry—and the forgotten genius who started it all, Ernest Lawrence.

Since the 1930s, the scale of scientific endeavors has grown exponentially. Machines have become larger,
ambitions bolder. The first particle accelerator cost less than one hundred dollars and could be held in its
creator’s palm, while its descendant, the Large Hadron Collider, cost ten billion dollars and is seventeen
miles in circumference. Scientists have invented nuclear weapons, put a man on the moon, and examined
nature at the subatomic scale—all through Big Science, the industrial-scale research paid for by governments
and corporations that have driven the great scientific projects of our time.

The birth of Big Science can be traced to Berkeley, California, nearly nine decades ago, when a resourceful
young scientist with a talent for physics and an even greater talent for promotion pondered his new invention
and declared, “I’m going to be famous!” Ernest Orlando Lawrence’s cyclotron would revolutionize nuclear
physics, but that was only the beginning of its impact. It would change our understanding of the basic
building blocks of nature. It would help win World War II. Its influence would be felt in academia and
international politics. It was the beginning of Big Science.

This is the incredible story of how one invention changed the world and of the man principally responsible
for it all. Michael Hiltzik tells the riveting full story here for the first time.
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Woods:

The book Big Science: Ernest Lawrence and the Invention that Launched the Military-Industrial Complex
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must
we leave the good thing like a book Big Science: Ernest Lawrence and the Invention that Launched the
Military-Industrial Complex? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can
give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Big Science:
Ernest Lawrence and the Invention that Launched the Military-Industrial Complex has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by start
and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Charles Carey:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This reserve Big Science: Ernest Lawrence and the Invention that Launched the Military-
Industrial Complex was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways
to get book that you wanted.

Jill Lee:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Big Science: Ernest Lawrence and the
Invention that Launched the Military-Industrial Complex was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book Big Science: Ernest Lawrence and the Invention that Launched the Military-
Industrial Complex has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading that will.

Phyllis Walters:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just looking for the Big Science: Ernest Lawrence and the Invention that Launched the Military-



Industrial Complex when you needed it?
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