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Playing with mathematical riddles can be an intriguing and fun-filled pastime — as popular science writer
Martin Gardner proves in this entertaining collection. Puzzlists need only an elementary knowledge of math
and a will to resist looking up the answer before trying to solve a problem.
Written in a light and witty style, Entertaining Mathematical Puzzles is a mixture of old and new riddles,
grouped into sections that cover a variety of mathematical topics: money, speed, plane and solid geometry,
probability, topology, tricky puzzles, and more. The probability section, for example, points out that
everything we do, everything that happens around us, obeys the laws of probability; geometry puzzles test
our ability to think pictorially and often, in more than one dimension; while topology, among the "youngest
and rowdiest branches of modern geometry," offers a glimpse into a strange dimension where properties
remain unchanged, no matter how a figure is twisted, stretched, or compressed.
Clear and concise comments at the beginning of each section explain the nature and importance of the math
needed to solve each puzzle. A carefully explained solution follows each problem. In many cases, all that is
needed to solve a puzzle is the ability to think logically and clearly, to be "on the alert for surprising, off-beat
angles...that strange hidden factor that everyone else had overlooked."
Fully illustrated, this engaging collection will appeal to parents and children, amateur mathematicians,
scientists, and students alike, and may, as the author writes, make the reader "want to study the subject in
earnest" and explains "some of the inviting paths that wind away from the problems into lusher areas of the
mathematical jungle."
65 black-and-white illustrations.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Toups:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Entertaining
Mathematical Puzzles? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your
time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you
have different opinion?

Randall Barbee:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you
have read will be Entertaining Mathematical Puzzles.

George Hale:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
to you personally is Entertaining Mathematical Puzzles this e-book consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he
makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Nicolas Olsen:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Entertaining Mathematical Puzzles to make
your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea
about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
examine it. Beside that the reserve Entertaining Mathematical Puzzles can to be your brand-new friend when
you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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