
The Sympathetic State: Disaster Relief and the
Origins of the American Welfare State

Michele Landis Dauber

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0226923495
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0226923495
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0226923495


The Sympathetic State: Disaster Relief and the Origins of the
American Welfare State

Michele Landis Dauber

The Sympathetic State: Disaster Relief and the Origins of the American Welfare State Michele Landis
Dauber

Even as unemployment rates soared during the Great Depression, FDR’s relief and social security programs
faced attacks in Congress and the courts on the legitimacy of federal aid to the growing population of poor.
In response, New Dealers pointed to a long tradition—dating back to 1790 and now largely forgotten—of
federal aid to victims of disaster. In The Sympathetic State, Michele Landis Dauber recovers this crucial
aspect of American history, tracing the roots of the modern American welfare state beyond the New Deal
and the Progressive Era back to the earliest days of the republic when relief was forthcoming for the victims
of wars, fires, floods, hurricanes, and earthquakes.
 
Drawing on a variety of materials, including newspapers, legal briefs, political speeches, the art and literature
of the time, and letters from thousands of ordinary Americans, Dauber shows that while this long history of
government disaster relief has faded from our memory today, it was extremely well known to advocates for
an expanded role for the national government in the 1930s, including the Social Security Act. Making this
connection required framing the Great Depression as a disaster afflicting citizens though no fault of their
own. Dauber argues that the disaster paradigm, though successful in defending the New Deal, would
ultimately come back to haunt advocates for social welfare. By not making a more radical case for relief,
proponents of the New Deal helped create the weak, uniquely American welfare state we have today—one
torn between the desire to come to the aid of those suffering and the deeply rooted suspicion that those in
need are responsible for their own deprivation.
 
Contrary to conventional thought, the history of federal disaster relief is one of remarkable consistency,
despite significant political and ideological change. Dauber’s pathbreaking and highly readable book
uncovers the historical origins of the modern American welfare state.
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From reader reviews:

Nellie Kim:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important normally. The book The Sympathetic State: Disaster Relief and the
Origins of the American Welfare State had been making you to know about other information and of course
you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book The Sympathetic State:
Disaster Relief and the Origins of the American Welfare State is not only giving you more new information
but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your
guide. Try to make relationship together with the book The Sympathetic State: Disaster Relief and the
Origins of the American Welfare State. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Sharon Bedgood:

This The Sympathetic State: Disaster Relief and the Origins of the American Welfare State are reliable for
you who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Sympathetic State: Disaster
Relief and the Origins of the American Welfare State can be one of many great books you must have is
usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that possibly will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Sympathetic State: Disaster Relief and the
Origins of the American Welfare State forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Janet Kline:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Sympathetic State: Disaster
Relief and the Origins of the American Welfare State guide written by well-known writer who really knows
well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
uncertainty The Sympathetic State: Disaster Relief and the Origins of the American Welfare State as good
book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book
by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Dana Martin:

This The Sympathetic State: Disaster Relief and the Origins of the American Welfare State is brand new way
for you who has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest
in reading this The Sympathetic State: Disaster Relief and the Origins of the American Welfare State can be



the light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These
books produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who
think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in
reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you.
So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.
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