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Most historians of tuberculosis have focused on the sanatorium era of the early twentieth century, losing
interest in the disease with the discovery of curative antibiotics in the 1940s. In Contagion and Confinement,
Barron H. Lerner offers the first in-depth look at the history of tuberculosis control in the antibiotic era,
providing a vital account of this neglected chapter in the history of the disease. He argues that the new
antibiotic drugs, rather than being a simple panacea, actually highlighted the complex social problems that
continued to predispose people to tuberculosis and interfere with its treatment.

The most controversial strategy used by American health officers to control tuberculosis was forcible
detention. Since 1903, Lerner notes, health departments have locked up tuberculosis patients whose behavior
presented a public health threat. Using Seattle's Firland Sanatorium as a case study, he focuses on the
surprisingly recent use of detention between 1950 and 1970. Although Firland planned to use confinement
only as a last resort, Lerner explains, the facility detained nearly 2,000 patients, most of them alcoholics from
Seattle's famous "Skid Road." In retrospect, it is clear that Firland staff members overused detention. But
Lerner also finds that they worked hard to improve the lives of the alcoholic patients society had forgotten.

Given the resurgence of tuberculosis and the renewed use of detention in the 1990s, Contagion and
Confinement raises issues that are both timely and controversial. Although modern public health officials are
duly concerned with civil liberties, they still have great authority to detain tuberculosis patients who do not
take their antibiotics. Recent studies show that such persons are most likely to be homeless, HIV-positive, or
drug users. Society is still struggling, Lerner concludes, to balance public health concerns with respect for
patients.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Elam:

The book Contagion and Confinement: Controlling Tuberculosis along the Skid Road can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book
Contagion and Confinement: Controlling Tuberculosis along the Skid Road? Some of you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right
now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book Contagion and Confinement: Controlling Tuberculosis along the
Skid Road has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the
enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Irene Delong:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write
about the data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is
this Contagion and Confinement: Controlling Tuberculosis along the Skid Road.

Willie Dominguez:

This Contagion and Confinement: Controlling Tuberculosis along the Skid Road is new way for you who has
attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Contagion
and Confinement: Controlling Tuberculosis along the Skid Road can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the
form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in
reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So ,
don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.

Stephany Garcia:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Contagion and Confinement:
Controlling Tuberculosis along the Skid Road or even others sources were given know-how for you. After



you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes Contagion and Confinement: Controlling
Tuberculosis along the Skid Road to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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