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When sickness strikes, people around the world pray for healing. Many of the faithful claim that prayer has
cured them of blindness, deafness, and metastasized cancers, and some believe they have been resurrected
from the dead. Can, and should, science test such claims? A number of scientists say no, concerned that
empirical studies of prayer will be misused to advance religious agendas. And some religious practitioners
agree with this restraint, worrying that scientific testing could undermine faith.

In Candy Gunther Brown’s view, science cannot prove prayer’s healing power, but what scientists can and
should do is study prayer’s measurable effects on health. If prayer produces benefits, even indirectly (and
findings suggest that it does), then more careful attention to prayer practices could impact global health,
particularly in places without access to conventional medicine.

Drawing on data from Pentecostal and Charismatic Christians, Brown reverses a number of stereotypes about
believers in faith-healing. Among them is the idea that poorer, less educated people are more likely to
believe in the healing power of prayer and therefore less likely to see doctors. Brown finds instead that
people across socioeconomic backgrounds use prayer alongside conventional medicine rather than as a
substitute. Dissecting medical records from before and after prayer, surveys of prayer recipients, prospective
clinical trials, and multiyear follow-up observations and interviews, she shows that the widespread
perception of prayer’s healing power has demonstrable social effects, and that in some cases those effects
produce improvements in health that can be scientifically verified.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Bell:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Testing Prayer: Science and Healing will
make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything.
But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun.
Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Louis Trent:

This Testing Prayer: Science and Healing are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person,
why. The reason why of this Testing Prayer: Science and Healing can be one of several great books you must
have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that
maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere
and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Testing Prayer:
Science and Healing forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you
trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate
in reading.

Greg Christenson:

The e-book with title Testing Prayer: Science and Healing posesses a lot of information that you can learn it.
You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the information that
exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to
understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Randy Champion:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Testing Prayer: Science
and Healing which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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