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In 1663, an indentured servant, Anne Orthwood, was impregnated with twins in a tavern in Northampton
County, Virginia. Orthwood died soon after giving birth; one of the twins, Jasper, survived. Orthwood's
illegitimate pregnancy sparked four related cases that came before the Northampton magistrates -- who
coincidentally held court in the same tavern -- between 1664 and 1686. These interrelated cases and the
decisions rendered in them are notable for the ways in which the Virginia colonists modified English
common law traditions and began to create their own, as well as what they reveal about cultural and
economic values in an Eastern shore community. Through these cases, the very reasons legal systems are
created are revealed, namely, the maintenance of social order, the protection of property interests, the
protection of personal reputation, and personal liberty. Through Jasper Orthwood's life, the treatment of the
poor in small communities is set in sharp relief.

Anne Orthwood's Bastard was the winner of the 2003 Prize in Atlantic History, American Historical
Association.
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From reader reviews:

Norberto Brody:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Anne
Orthwood's Bastard: Sex and Law in Early Virginia book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because
this book is usually more than just a book.

Rosalind Bowlin:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this Anne
Orthwood's Bastard: Sex and Law in Early Virginia.

Michelle Labat:

Anne Orthwood's Bastard: Sex and Law in Early Virginia can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing Anne
Orthwood's Bastard: Sex and Law in Early Virginia although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader
the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information
can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Shane Dagostino:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Anne
Orthwood's Bastard: Sex and Law in Early Virginia provide you with new experience in reading through a
book.
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