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For most of the last millennium, Suzhou, China was widely regarded as a "paradise on Earth" by the citizens
of imperial China. Replete with natural beauty, magnificent gardens, and a rich history to match, Suzhou has
captivated the attention of poets, scholars, statesmen, and travelers from afar since the earliest days of
Chinese history. For a dozen centuries, Suzhou was a center of wealth, beauty, intellectual achievement,
culture, fashion, and commerce. It was the imperial empire's Paris, with a touch of Florence's artistic
flourish, Venice's canal-laced charm, Heidelberg's academic achievement, and Amsterdam's commercial
dynamism.

In this monumental new book, author Stephen L. Koss paints a vivid picture of just how important Suzhou is
to the Chinese nation, its people, and its collective ethos. From its rise as a major cultural and trading center,
Koss guides the reader on a journey through more than 2,500 years of Chinese history. He traces the city's
fascinating story from its founding in 514 BCE to its present-day rebirth as a center of hi-tech,
pharmaceutical, and textile manufacturing characterized by explosive urban expansion, a fast-growing
middle class, and modernization tempered by historical and cultural preservation. The book is rich in local
historical and cultural content, thoughtfully framed by national historical context and filled with anecdotes
and mini-biographies chosen to engage the interest of a general readership audience. Beautiful Su will stand
for decades as one of the definitive statements on one of the world's greatest cities.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Boyd:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Beautiful Su: A Social and Cultural History of Suzhou,
China. Try to make book Beautiful Su: A Social and Cultural History of Suzhou, China as your pal. It means
that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you
can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Sam Grimes:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Beautiful Su: A Social and Cultural
History of Suzhou, China, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on
its called reading friends.

Harold Walsh:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Beautiful Su: A Social and
Cultural History of Suzhou, China which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
find.

Carl Johnson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Beautiful Su: A Social and Cultural History
of Suzhou, China as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly
great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
e-book, any other book likes Beautiful Su: A Social and Cultural History of Suzhou, China to make your
spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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