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Benedict de Spinoza was a Dutch philosopher. The breadth and importance of Spinoza's work was not fully
realized until many years after his death. By laying the groundwork for the 18th-century Enlightenment and
modern biblical criticism, including modern conceptions of the self and, arguably, the universe, he came to
be considered one of the great rationalists of 17th-century philosophy. Spinoza’s magnum opus, the
posthumous Ethics, in which he opposed Descartes' mind–body dualism, has earned him recognition as one
of Western philosophy's most important thinkers

This collection contains the works:
• Ethics
• On the Improvement of the Understanding
• Theologico-Political Treatise

Ethics, Demonstrated in Geometrical Order (Latin: Ethica, ordine geometrico demonstrata), usually
known as the Ethics, is a philosophical treatise written by Benedict de Spinoza. It was first published in
1677.

The book closely resembles Euclid's Elements. At the beginning of Part 1, Spinoza defines key terms and
lists axioms. On the basis of these and other definitions and axioms provided in the remaining four parts of
the book, Spinoza offers proofs of hundreds of propositions and corollaries, such as "When the Mind
imagines its own lack of power, it is saddened by it", "A free man thinks of nothing less than of death", and
"The human Mind cannot be absolutely destroyed with the Body, but something of it remains which is
eternal." The impersonal style is frequently interrupted by stretches of informal and at times pugnacious
prose, criticizing the views of philosophers such as René Descartes.

On The Improvement Of The Understanding, is a seventeenth-century unfinished work of philosophy by
the 17th century philosopher Baruch Spinoza. The Tractatus was first published in 1677, the year of
Spinoza's death, by some of his closest friends. The Tractatus is an attempt to formulate a philosophical
method that would allow the mind to form the clear and distinct ideas that are necessary for its perfection. It
contains, in addition, reflection upon the various kinds of knowledge, an extended treatment of definition,
and a lengthy analysis of the nature and causes of doubt.

Theologico-Political Treatise was one of the most controversial texts of the early modern period. It was a
preemptive defense of Spinoza's later work, Ethics, published posthumously in 1677, for which he
anticipated harsh criticism.

In the treatise, Spinoza put forth his most systematic critique of Judaism, and all organized religion in
general. Spinoza argued that theology and philosophy must be kept separate, particularly in the reading of
scripture. Whereas the goal of theology is obedience, philosophy aims at understanding rational truth.
Scripture does not teach philosophy and thus cannot be made to conform with it, otherwise the meaning of
scripture will be distorted. Conversely, if reason is made subservient to scripture, then, Spinoza argues, "the



prejudices of a common people of long ago... will gain a hold on his understanding and darken it."
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From reader reviews:

Maria Kraus:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Benedictus de Spinoza: Ethics, On the Improvement of the
Understanding, & Theologico-Political Treatise. Try to make book Benedictus de Spinoza: Ethics, On the
Improvement of the Understanding, & Theologico-Political Treatise as your pal. It means that it can to
become your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than
ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Pedro Dillon:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this Benedictus de Spinoza: Ethics, On the
Improvement of the Understanding, & Theologico-Political Treatise book as starter and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Kaye Hensley:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Benedictus de Spinoza: Ethics, On the Improvement of the Understanding, & Theologico-Political
Treatise your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious
for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one
application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The Benedictus de
Spinoza: Ethics, On the Improvement of the Understanding, & Theologico-Political Treatise giving you
another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life with
this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you
are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out
spare time activity?

Lisa Yang:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Benedictus de Spinoza: Ethics, On the
Improvement of the Understanding, & Theologico-Political Treatise was colourful and of course has pictures
on there. As we know that book Benedictus de Spinoza: Ethics, On the Improvement of the Understanding,
& Theologico-Political Treatise has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto



or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book
for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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