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From the dawn of writing in Sumer to the sunset of the Islamic empire, Founding Gods, Inventing Nations
traces four thousand years of speculation on the origins of civilization. Investigating a vast range of primary
sources, some of which are translated here for the first time, and focusing on the dynamic influence of the
Greek, Roman, and Arab conquests of the Near East, William McCants looks at the ways the conquerors and
those they conquered reshaped their myths of civilization's origins in response to the social and political
consequences of empire.

The Greek and Roman conquests brought with them a learned culture that competed with that of native
elites. The conquering Arabs, in contrast, had no learned culture, which led to three hundred years of Muslim
competition over the cultural orientation of Islam, a contest reflected in the culture myths of that time. What
we know today as Islamic culture is the product of this contest, whose protagonists drew heavily on the lore
of non-Arab and pagan antiquity.

McCants argues that authors in all three periods did not write about civilization's origins solely out of pure
antiquarian interest--they also sought to address the social and political tensions of the day. The strategies
they employed and the postcolonial dilemmas they confronted provide invaluable context for understanding
how authors today use myth and history to locate themselves in the confusing aftermath of empire.
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From reader reviews:

Stanley Kamp:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Founding Gods, Inventing Nations: Conquest and
Culture Myths from Antiquity to Islam. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing
we know about how is important a book Founding Gods, Inventing Nations: Conquest and Culture Myths
from Antiquity to Islam. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this
era, we can open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Edward Baca:

This Founding Gods, Inventing Nations: Conquest and Culture Myths from Antiquity to Islam are reliable
for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this Founding Gods,
Inventing Nations: Conquest and Culture Myths from Antiquity to Islam can be one of many great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with
information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere
and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Founding Gods, Inventing
Nations: Conquest and Culture Myths from Antiquity to Islam giving you an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it and luxuriate in reading.

Ray Ortiz:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others.
When you read this Founding Gods, Inventing Nations: Conquest and Culture Myths from Antiquity to
Islam, you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Robert Burke:

The book untitled Founding Gods, Inventing Nations: Conquest and Culture Myths from Antiquity to Islam
is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author



was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Founding Gods, Inventing Nations:
Conquest and Culture Myths from Antiquity to Islam from the publisher to make you considerably more
enjoy free time.
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