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Ruby is the fastest growing and most exciting dynamic language out there. If you need to get working
programs delivered fast, you should add Ruby to your toolbox.

This book is the only complete reference for both Ruby 1.9 and Ruby 2.0, the very latest version of Ruby.

2013 marks the 20th anniversary of the Ruby language. We're proud that throughout its history, we've
continued to cover the latest version of Ruby.

Would you like to go from first idea to working code much, much faster? Do you currently spend more time
satisfying the compiler instead of your clients or end users? Are you frustrated with demanding languages
that seem to get in your way, instead of getting the work done? Are you using Rails, and want to dig deeper
into the underlying Ruby language? If so, then we've got a language and book for you!

Ruby is a fully object-oriented language, much like the classic object-oriented language, Smalltalk. Like
Smalltalk, it is dynamically typed (as opposed to Java or C++), but unlike Smalltalk, Ruby features the same
conveniences found in modern scripting languages such as Perl and Python.

The combination of the power of a pure object-oriented language with the convenience of a scripting
language makes Ruby a favorite tool of intelligent, forward-thinking programmers.

The Pickaxe contains four major sections:

 An acclaimed tutorial on using Ruby. The definitive reference to the language. Complete documentation of
all built-in classes, modules, and methods. Complete descriptions of all 97 standard libraries.

This is the reference manual for Ruby, including a description of all the standard library modules, a complete
reference to all built-in classes and modules (including all the new and changed methods introduced by Ruby
1.9, 1.9.2, 1.9.3, and 2.0). It also includes all the new and changed syntax and semantics introduced since
Ruby 1.8. Learn about the new parameter passing rules, local variable scoping in blocks, fibers, and the new
block declaration syntax, among other exciting new features.

About Ruby 2.0

Ruby 2.0 is a minor update to Ruby 1.9, unlike the more major updates from Ruby 1.8 to Ruby 1.9.

The major language changes in Ruby 2.0 are the addition of keyword arguments and the change to use UTF-
8 as the default source file encoding.

There are a number of additions to the standard library, including:



 @Enumerator::Lazy@, which adds support for lazy access to potentially infinite lists. Refinements allow
you to encapsulate changes to third-party classes, and scope their application to individual source files,
preventing your changes from polluting the global application.

You'll also find that Ruby 2 is faster, and has memory management improvements that make it more server-
friendly.

All told, there are over 110 sections of the book that have been flagged and cross-linked to indicate 2.0
content.

What You Need

 This book assumes you have a basic understanding of object-oriented programming.

 In general, Ruby programmers tend to favor the the command line for running their code, and they tend to
use text editors rather than IDEs.

* Ruby runs on Windows, Linux, and Macs.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Berry:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Programming Ruby 1.9 & 2.0: The Pragmatic
Programmers' Guide (The Facets of Ruby), you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire
to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come
on its identified as reading friends.

Terry Matlock:

Programming Ruby 1.9 & 2.0: The Pragmatic Programmers' Guide (The Facets of Ruby) can be one of your
basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Programming Ruby 1.9 & 2.0: The Pragmatic Programmers' Guide (The Facets of
Ruby) although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial considering.

Shawn Jones:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know everything
we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had been exactly
added. This guide Programming Ruby 1.9 & 2.0: The Pragmatic Programmers' Guide (The Facets of Ruby)
was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about
a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.

Kristina Keene:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Programming Ruby 1.9 & 2.0: The Pragmatic



Programmers' Guide (The Facets of Ruby) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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