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In 1955, Maxine Kumin submitted a poem to the Saturday Evening Post. “Lines on a Half-Painted House”
made it into the magazine—but not before Kumin was asked to produce, via her husband’s employer,
verification that the poem was her original work.

Kumin, who went on to win the Pulitzer Prize for poetry, was part of a groundbreaking generation of women
writers who came of age during the midcentury feminist movement. By challenging the status quo and
ultimately finding success for themselves, they paved the way for future generations of writers. In A Story
Larger than My Own, Janet Burroway brings together Kumin, Julia Alvarez, Jane Smiley, Erica Jong, and
fifteen other accomplished women of this generation to reflect on their writing lives.

The essays and poems featured in this collection illustrate that even writers who achieve critical and
commercial success experience a familiar pattern of highs and lows over the course of their careers. Along
with success comes the pressure to sustain it, as well as a constant search for subject matter, all too frequent
crises of confidence, the challenges of a changing publishing scene, and the difficulty of combining writing
with the ordinary stuff of life—family, marriage, jobs. The contributors, all now over the age of sixty, also
confront the effects of aging, with its paradoxical duality of new limitations and newfound freedom.

Taken together, these stories offer advice from experience to writers at all stages of their careers and serve as
a collective memoir of a truly remarkable generation of women.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Stringer:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed A Story
Larger than My Own: Women Writers Look Back on Their Lives and Careers? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Emma Peterson:

This A Story Larger than My Own: Women Writers Look Back on Their Lives and Careers book is not
really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading
this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This A Story Larger than My Own: Women Writers Look Back on
Their Lives and Careers without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry A Story Larger than My Own: Women Writers Look
Back on Their Lives and Careers can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This A Story Larger
than My Own: Women Writers Look Back on Their Lives and Careers having good arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Michael Mitchell:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled A Story
Larger than My Own: Women Writers Look Back on Their Lives and Careers your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get before. The A Story Larger than My Own: Women Writers Look Back
on Their Lives and Careers giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but
also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is
your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do
you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Donnie Ned:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can
know everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This guide A Story Larger than My Own: Women Writers Look Back on Their Lives and
Careers was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific



research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many
ways to get book you wanted.
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