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Vast like the subcontinent itself and teeming with outrageous and exotic characters, Net of Magic is an
enthralling voyage through the netherworld of Indian magic. Lee Siegel, scholar and magician, uncovers the
age-old practices of magic in sacred rites and rituals and unveils the contemporary world of Indian magic of
street and stage entertainers.

Siegel's journeys take him from ancient Sanskrit texts to the slums of New Delhi to find remnants of a
remarkable magical tradition. In the squalid settlement of Shadipur, he is initiated into a band of Muslim
street conjurers and performs as their shill while they tutor him in their con and craft. Siegel also becomes
acquainted with Hindu theatrical magicians, who claim descent from court illusionists and now dress as
maharajahs to perform a repertoire of tricks full of poignant kitsch and glitz.

Masterfully using a panoply of narrative sleights to recreate the magical world of India, Net of Magic
intersperses travelogue, history, ethnography, and fiction. Siegel's vivid, often comic tale is crowded with
shills and stooges, tourists and pickpockets, snake charmers and fakirs. Among the cast of characters are
Naseeb, a poor Muslim street magician who guides Siegel into the closed circle of itinerant performers; the
Industrial Magician, paid by a bank, who convinces his audience to buy traveler's checks by making twenty-
rupee notes disappear; the Government Magician, who does a trick with condoms to encourage family
planning; P. C. Sorcar, Jr., the most celebrated Indian stage magician; and the fictive Professor M. T.
Bannerji, the world's greatest magician, who assumes various guises over a millennium of Indian history and
finally arrives in the conjuring capital of the world—Las Vegas.

Like Indra's net—the web of illusion in which Indian performers ensnare their audience—Net of Magic
captures the reader in a seductive portrayal of a world where deception is celebrated and lies are transformed
into compelling and universal truths.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Hatfield:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Net of Magic: Wonders and
Deceptions in India. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Jose Gould:

This Net of Magic: Wonders and Deceptions in India book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this
book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. That Net of Magic: Wonders and Deceptions in India without we recognize teach the one who reading it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Net of Magic: Wonders and Deceptions
in India can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' become full because you can
have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This Net of Magic: Wonders and Deceptions in India
having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

James Sanchez:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Net of Magic: Wonders and
Deceptions in India that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for
all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good
habit, you may pick Net of Magic: Wonders and Deceptions in India become your current starter.

Nicholas Schindler:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called
of book Net of Magic: Wonders and Deceptions in India. You can include your knowledge by it. Without
leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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