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This powerful study immerses the reader in the world of homelessness and drug addiction in the
contemporary United States. For over a decade Philippe Bourgois and Jeff Schonberg followed a social
network of two dozen heroin injectors and crack smokers on the streets of San Francisco, accompanying
them as they scrambled to generate income through burglary, panhandling, recycling, and day labor.
Righteous Dopefiend interweaves stunning black-and-white photographs with vivid dialogue, detailed field
notes, and critical theoretical analysis. Its gripping narrative develops a cast of characters around the themes
of violence, race relations, sexuality, family trauma, embodied suffering, social inequality, and power
relations. The result is a dispassionate chronicle of survival, loss, caring, and hope rooted in the addicts'
determination to hang on for one more day and one more "fix" through a "moral economy of sharing" that
precariously balances mutual solidarity and interpersonal betrayal.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Johnson:

The book Righteous Dopefiend (California Series in Public Anthropology) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book
Righteous Dopefiend (California Series in Public Anthropology)? A few of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try
to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you
could share all of these. Book Righteous Dopefiend (California Series in Public Anthropology) has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by
available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Charles Baker:

Beside this Righteous Dopefiend (California Series in Public Anthropology) in your phone, it may give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have Righteous Dopefiend (California Series in Public Anthropology) because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend
here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this
book and read it from now!

Philip Brown:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
heart or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Righteous Dopefiend (California Series in Public Anthropology) can
make you experience more interested to read.

Isaiah Owens:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Righteous Dopefiend (California Series
in Public Anthropology) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study
it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to



like to available a book and read it. Beside that the publication Righteous Dopefiend (California Series in
Public Anthropology) can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of this time.
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