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In a story of reform and backlash, Lorraine McDonnell reveals the power and the dangers of policies based
on appeals to voters' values. Exploring the political struggles inspired by mass educational tests, she analyzes
the design and implementation of statewide testing in California, Kentucky, and North Carolina in the 1990s.

Educational reformers and political elites sought to use test results to influence teachers, students, and the
public by appealing to their values about what schools should teach and offering apparently objective
evidence about whether the schools were succeeding. But mass testing mobilized parents who opposed and
mistrusted the use of tests, and left educators trying to mediate between angry citizens and policies the
educators may not have fully supported. In the end, some testing programs were significantly altered. Yet
despite the risks inherent in relying on values to change what students are taught, these tests and the
educational ideologies behind them have modified classroom practice.

McDonnell draws lessons from these stories for the federal No Child Left Behind act, with its sweeping
directives for high-stakes testing. To read this book is to witness the unfolding drama of America's
educational culture wars, and to see hope for their resolution.
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From reader reviews:

Maureen Jones:

This book untitled Politics, Persuasion, and Educational Testing to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily
to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch
screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Stephanie Sellers:

The publication with title Politics, Persuasion, and Educational Testing has a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new information the information
that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know
how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the the positive
effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Todd James:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be
study. Politics, Persuasion, and Educational Testing can be your answer given it can be read by a person who
have those short extra time problems.

Betty Perez:

Beside that Politics, Persuasion, and Educational Testing in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to
get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is
fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have Politics, Persuasion, and Educational Testing because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition
to read it from now!
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