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"[The Book of] Revelation has served as a "language arsenal" in a great many of the social,
cultural, and political conflicts in Western history. Again and again, Revelation has stirred
some dangerous men and women to act out their own private apocalypses. Above all, the moral
calculus of Revelation&#8212the demonization of one's enemies, the sanctification of revenge
taking, and the notion that history must end in catastrophe&#8212can be detected in some of
the worst atrocities and excesses of every age, including our own. For all of these reasons, the
rest of us ignore the book of Revelation only at our impoverishment and, more to the point, at
our own peril."

The mysterious author of the Book of Revelation (or the Apocalypse, as the last book of the New Testament
is also known) never considered that his sermon on the impending end times would last beyond his own life.
In fact, he predicted that the destruction of the earth would be witnessed by his contemporaries. Yet
Revelation not only outlived its creator; this vivid and violent revenge fantasy has played a significant role in
the march of Western civilization.

Ever since Revelation was first preached as the revealed word of Jesus Christ, it has haunted and inspired
hearers and readers alike. The mark of the beast, the Antichrist, 666, the Whore of Babylon, Armageddon,
and the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse are just a few of the images, phrases, and codes that have burned
their way into the fabric of our culture. The questions raised go straight to the heart of the human fear of
death and obsession with the afterlife. Will we, individually or collectively, ride off to glory, or will we
drown in hellfire for all eternity? As those who best manipulate this dark vision learned, which side we fall
on is often a matter of life or death. Honed into a weapon in the ongoing culture wars between states,
religions, and citizenry, Revelation has significantly altered the course of history.

Kirsch, whom the Washington Post calls "a fine storyteller with a flair for rendering ancient tales relevant
and appealing to modern audiences," delivers a far-ranging, entertaining, and shocking history of this
scandalous book, which was nearly cut from the New Testament. From the fall of the Roman Empire to the
Black Death, the Inquisition to the Protestant Reformation, the New World to the rise of the Religious Right,
this chronicle of the use and abuse of the Book of Revelation tells the tale of the unfolding of history and the
hopes, fears, dreams, and nightmares of all humanity.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Wren:

The book A History of the End of the World: How the Most Controversial Book in the Bible Changed the
Course of Western Civilization can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So
just why must we leave a good thing like a book A History of the End of the World: How the Most
Controversial Book in the Bible Changed the Course of Western Civilization? A few of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right
now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each
other; you could share all of these. Book A History of the End of the World: How the Most Controversial
Book in the Bible Changed the Course of Western Civilization has simple shape but the truth is know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Rachel Addison:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the fact
just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this A History of the End of the World: How the
Most Controversial Book in the Bible Changed the Course of Western Civilization to read.

Charles Frye:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be A History of the End of the World: How the Most
Controversial Book in the Bible Changed the Course of Western Civilization why because the fantastic cover
that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Lorraine Michael:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book A History of the End of the World: How the Most
Controversial Book in the Bible Changed the Course of Western Civilization was vibrant and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book A History of the End of the World: How the Most Controversial
Book in the Bible Changed the Course of Western Civilization has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on



there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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