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Seeds of Freedom is a remarkable case study of liberating education in the remote Guatemalan Maya
indigenous village of Santa María Tzejá in the four decades since it was first settled in 1970. Readers will
find the theory and practice of liberating education spelled out in Chapter 2, illustrated from the experience
of Santa María. The next four chapters describe the founding, early history, destruction, and dispersion of the
village, and lay the foundation for the remaining chapters that narrate the virtual explosion of education
following the reuniting of the village in 1994. What makes this account so significant is that the village
founders were land-poor, or landless, campesinos, peasant farmers who were nearly all illiterate and trapped
in a kind of slavery to the country’s huge plantations during the harvesting season. Yet within their own
lifetimes they would see what had been previously unimaginable for them in their wildest dreams?nearly all
of their children educated, with many of them reaching university studies. By 2010 the village’s emerging
professionals were filling increasingly important social change roles at the local, regional, and national
levels. Adding to the story’s significance is that Santa María came to exemplify the theory and practice of
liberating education, even taking into account all the inevitable ups and downs that are part of every human
community’s endeavors. The story is compelling on its own terms. With the help of a Catholic priest, the
village’s founding pioneers were granted land, settled the village, established a school for their children, and
began to prosper. Too soon, however, the village came in the path of a scorched-earth campaign in the
country’s then-raging civil war and was destroyed. For the next twelve years the survivors carried on,
roughly half of them as refugees in Mexico. Back together in 1994, the village launched, with the support of
allies, a dramatic renewal of its primary school and founded a middle school. By a stroke of good fortune, an
in-country ally, the Catholic agency PRODESSA, offered to educate village teachers, drawing on the
liberating educating theory and practice of Paulo Freire. The story widened and deepened from there, as
exemplified by the social justice efforts of the village’s emerging professionals, noted above. Santa María
has thus become an example of dynamic liberating education, with much to offer educators, students, the
general public, and solidarity activists throughout the world.
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From reader reviews:

Celia Robertson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Seeds
of Freedom: Liberating Education in Guatemala (Series in Critical Narrative), it is possible to tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
book.

Steven Bourg:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Seeds of Freedom: Liberating Education in
Guatemala (Series in Critical Narrative) or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created
for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In some
other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Seeds of Freedom: Liberating Education in
Guatemala (Series in Critical Narrative) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like
this.

Bradford Bryant:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Seeds of Freedom: Liberating Education in Guatemala (Series in Critical Narrative)
can make you really feel more interested to read.

James Shockley:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Seeds of Freedom: Liberating Education in
Guatemala (Series in Critical Narrative) to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading



talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
available a book and study it. Beside that the guide Seeds of Freedom: Liberating Education in Guatemala
(Series in Critical Narrative) can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're
doing of the time.
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