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The word "prison" immediately evokes stark images: forbidding walls spiked with watchtowers; inmates
confined to cramped cells for hours on end; the suspicious eyes of armed guards. They seem to be the
inevitable and permanent marks of confinement, as though prisons were a timeless institution stretching from
medieval stone dungeons to the current era of steel boxes. But centuries of development and debate lie
behind the prison as we now know it--a rich history that reveals how our ideas of crime and practices of
punishment have changed over time.

In The Oxford History of the Prison, a team of distinguished scholars offers a vivid account of the rise and
development of this critical institution. Penalties other than incarceration were once much more common,
from such bizarre death sentences as the Roman practice of drowning convicts in sacks filled with animals to
a frequent reliance on the scaffold and on to forms of public shaming (such as the classic stocks of colonial
America). The first decades of the nineteenth century saw the rise of the full-blown prison system--and along
with it, the idea of prison reform. Alexis de Tocqueville originally came to America to write a report on its
widely acclaimed prison system.
The authors trace the persistent tension between the desire to punish and the hope for rehabilitation,
recounting the institution's evolution from the rowdy and squalid English jails of the 1700s, in which
prisoners and visitors ate and drank together; to the sober and stark nineteenth-century penitentiaries, whose
inmates were forbidden to speak or even to see one another; and finally to the "big houses" of the current
American prison system, in which prisoners are as overwhelmed by intense boredom as by the threat of
violence. The text also provides a gripping and personal look at the social world of prisoners and their
keepers over the centuries. In addition, thematic chapters explore in-depth a variety of special institutions
and other important aspects of prison history, including the jail, the reform school, the women's prison,
political imprisonment, and prison and literature.

Fascinating, provocative, and authoritative, The Oxford History of the Prison offers a deep, informed
perspective on the rise and development of one of the central features of modern society--capturing the
debates that rage from generation to generation on the proper response to crime.
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From reader reviews:

William Perez:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the fact just their can
do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from
on guardería until university need this specific The Oxford History of the Prison: The Practice of Punishment
in Western Society to read.

Yolanda Ocasio:

This The Oxford History of the Prison: The Practice of Punishment in Western Society book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a
lot of information you will get. This specific The Oxford History of the Prison: The Practice of Punishment
in Western Society without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating
and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Oxford History of the Prison: The Practice of Punishment in
Western Society can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Oxford History of the Prison: The
Practice of Punishment in Western Society having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Kristen Self:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot
of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
actually The Oxford History of the Prison: The Practice of Punishment in Western Society.

Bobbi Brunner:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book The Oxford History of the Prison: The
Practice of Punishment in Western Society to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy
you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion
for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the publication The Oxford History of the Prison:



The Practice of Punishment in Western Society can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse
in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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