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Thefirst of amulti-volume history of Lincoln as apolitical genius—from his obscure beginnings to his
presidency, assassination, and the overthrow of his post-Civil War dreams of Reconstruction. Thisfirst
volume traces Lincoln from his painful youth, describing himself as“aslave,” to his emergence as the man
we recoghize as Abraham Lincoln.

From his youth as a“newsboy,” avoracious newspaper reader, Lincoln became a free thinker, reading Tom
Paine, as well as Shakespeare and the Bible, and studying Euclid to sharpen his arguments as a lawyer.

Lincoln’s anti-slavery thinking began in his childhood amidst the Primitive Baptist antislavery dissidentsin
backwoods Kentucky and Indiana, the roots of his repudiation of Southern Christian pro-slavery theology.
Intensely ambitious, he held political aspirations from his earliest years. Obsessed with Stephen Douglas, his
political rival, he battled him for decades. Successful as a circuit lawyer, Lincoln built his team of loyalists.
Blumenthal reveals how Douglas and Jefferson Davis acting together made possible Lincoln’srise.

Blumenthal describes a socially awkward suitor who had a nervous breakdown over hisinability to dea with
the opposite sex. His marriage to the upper class Mary Todd was crucial to his social aspirations and his
political career. Blumenthal portrays Mary as an asset to her husband, a rare woman of her day with strong
political opinions.

Blumenthal’ s robust portrayal is based on prodigious research of Lincoln’s record and of the period and its
main players. It reflects both Lincoln’s time and the struggle that consumes our own political debate.
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From reader reviews:
LisaRice

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games al day long. If you need to try to find a new activity thisislook different you can read a book.
Itisreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent al day long to reading
apublication. The book A Self-Made Man: The Political Life of Abraham Lincoln, 1809 - 1849 it is quite
good to read. There are alot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mQOore
simply to read this book from a smart phone. The priceis not too expensive but this book provides high
quality.

Ben Hernandez;

A Self-Made Man: The Palitical Life of Abraham Lincoln, 1809 - 1849 can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing A
Sdf-Made Man: The Political Life of Abraham Lincoln, 1809 - 1849 yet doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This
great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Amy Rodriguez:

This A Self-Made Man: The Palitical Life of Abraham Lincoln, 1809 - 1849 is completely new way for you
who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting
deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this A
Self-Made Man: The Political Life of Abraham Lincoln, 1809 - 1849 can be the light food in your case
because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form and
that is reachable by anyone, yep | mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form make
them feel drowsy even dizzy thisreserveisthe answer. So thereis no in reading a guide especially this one.
Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't missthe ideal Just read this e-
book type for your better life and knowledge.

Jose Garcia;

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By areserve we can
know everything we wish. A book isa pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. Thise-book A Self-Made Man: The Palitical Life of Abraham Lincoln, 1809 -
1849 was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology



competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can sense enjoy to read areserve. In the modern era like now, many waysto get book that you
wanted.
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