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Today most Americans, black and white, identify slavery with cotton, the deep South, and the African-
American church. But at the beginning of the nineteenth century, after almost two hundred years of African-
American life in mainland North America, few slaves grew cotton, lived in the deep South, or embraced
Christianity. Many Thousands Gone traces the evolution of black society from the first arrivals in the early
seventeenth century through the Revolution. In telling their story, Ira Berlin, a leading historian of southern
and African-American life, reintegrates slaves into the history of the American working class and into the
tapestry of our nation.

Laboring as field hands on tobacco and rice plantations, as skilled artisans in port cities, or soldiers along the
frontier, generation after generation of African Americans struggled to create a world of their own in
circumstances not of their own making. In a panoramic view that stretches from the North to the Chesapeake
Bay and Carolina lowcountry to the Mississippi Valley, Many Thousands Gone reveals the diverse forms
that slavery and freedom assumed before cotton was king. We witness the transformation that occurred as the
first generations of creole slaves--who worked alongside their owners, free blacks, and indentured whites--
gave way to the plantation generations, whose back-breaking labor was the sole engine of their society and
whose physical and linguistic isolation sustained African traditions on American soil.

As the nature of the slaves' labor changed with place and time, so did the relationship between slave and
master, and between slave and society. In this fresh and vivid interpretation, Berlin demonstrates that the
meaning of slavery and of race itself was continually renegotiated and redefined, as the nation lurched
toward political and economic independence and grappled with the Enlightenment ideals that had inspired its
birth.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Jones:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled Many
Thousands Gone: The First Two Centuries of Slavery in North America your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get before. The Many Thousands Gone: The First Two Centuries of Slavery in North
America giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
details for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body
and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try
this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Greta Rivera:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Many Thousands Gone: The First
Two Centuries of Slavery in North America is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often
the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jason Probst:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Many Thousands Gone: The
First Two Centuries of Slavery in North America can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity.
So what these publications have than the others?

Steven Green:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
the world. With the book Many Thousands Gone: The First Two Centuries of Slavery in North America we
can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your
life with that book Many Thousands Gone: The First Two Centuries of Slavery in North America. You can
more appealing than now.
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