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Modernism ushered in some of the most exciting innovations in art and literature, from Fauvism, Cubism,
and Dada, to the novels of James Joyce and Franz Kafka, to such provocative works as Marcel Duchamp's
"Fountain." But Modernism also left many people puzzled in its wake. How can a routine bathroom fixture
be considered a work of art? Shouldn't a novel have a beginning, a middle, and an end--or at least a story? In
this Very Short Introduction, Christopher Butler provides a coherent account of Modernism across various
aesthetic and cultural fields. Butler examines how and why Modernism began, explaining what it is and
showing how virtually all aspects of 20th and 21st century life have been influenced by its aesthetic legacy.
Butler considers several aspects of modernism, including some classic modernist works, movements and
notions of the avant garde, and the idea of "progress" in art. Finally, Butler sheds light on modernist ideas of
the self, subjectivity, irrationalism, people and machines, and the political dimensions of modernism as a
whole.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate
the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Harvey:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for all of us. The book Modernism: A Very Short Introduction seemed to
be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The publication Modernism: A Very Short Introduction is not only giving you a lot more
new information but also to be your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time
to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book Modernism: A Very Short Introduction.
You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Pamela Steele:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Modernism: A
Very Short Introduction suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in this era. The
book untitled Modernism: A Very Short Introductionis a single of several books this everyone read now.
That book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new
shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can
easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Elisa Hall:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read.
If you want to consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Modernism: A Very Short Introduction
can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Mark Mata:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Modernism: A Very Short
Introduction can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have
than the others?
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