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From the Great Panathenaea of ancient Greece to the hajj of today, people of all religions and cultures have
made sacred journeys to confirm their faith and their part in a larger identity. This book is a fascinating guide
through the vast and varied cultural territory such pilgrimages have covered across the ages. The first book to
look at the phenomenon and experience of pilgrimage through the multiple lenses of history, religion,
sociology, anthropology, and art history, this sumptuously illustrated volume explores the full richness and
range of sacred travel as it maps the cultural imagination.

The authors consider pilgrimage as a physical journey through time and space, but also as a metaphorical
passage resonant with meaning on many levels. It may entail a ritual transformation of the pilgrim's inner
state or outer status; it may be a quest for a transcendent goal; it may involve the healing of a physical or
spiritual ailment. Through folktales, narratives of the crusades, and the firsthand accounts of those who have
made these journeys; through descriptions and pictures of the rituals, holy objects, and sacred architecture
they have encountered, as well as the relics and talismans they have carried home, Pilgrimage evokes the
physical and spiritual landscape these seekers have traveled. In its structure, the book broadly moves from
those religions--Judaism, Christianity, and Islam--that cohere around a single canonical text to those with a
multiplicity of sacred scriptures, like Hinduism and Buddhism. Juxtaposing the different practices and
experiences of pilgrimage in these contexts, this book reveals the common structures and singular features of
sacred travel from ancient times to our own.
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From reader reviews:

Mollie Walker:

The book Pilgrimage: Past and Present in the World Religions make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Pilgrimage: Past and Present in the
World Religions being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase
your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a
book Pilgrimage: Past and Present in the World Religions. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Gabriel Reed:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Pilgrimage: Past and Present
in the World Religions is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Ashley Downs:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need more
time to be study. Pilgrimage: Past and Present in the World Religions can be your answer given it can be
read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Loretta Pena:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Pilgrimage: Past and Present in the
World Religions.
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