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Today the classics of the western canon, written by the proverbial “dead white men,” are cannon fodder in
the culture wars. But in the 1950s and 1960s, they were a pop culture phenomenon. The Great Books of
Western Civilization, fifty-four volumes chosen by intellectuals at the University of Chicago, began as an
educational movement, and evolved into a successful marketing idea. Why did a million American
households buy books by Hippocrates and Nicomachus from door-to-door salesmen? And how and why did
the great books fall out of fashion?

In A Great Idea at the Time Alex Beam explores the Great Books mania, in an entertaining and strangely
poignant portrait of American popular culture on the threshold of the television age. Populated with
memorable characters, A Great Idea at the Time will leave readers asking themselves: Have I read
Lucretius’s De Rerum Natura lately? If not, why not?
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Toups:

This A Great Idea at the Time: The Rise, Fall, and Curious Afterlife of the Great Books usually are reliable
for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this A Great Idea at the Time: The
Rise, Fall, and Curious Afterlife of the Great Books can be one of many great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that probably
will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this A Great Idea at the Time: The
Rise, Fall, and Curious Afterlife of the Great Books forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So ,
let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Greg Little:

A Great Idea at the Time: The Rise, Fall, and Curious Afterlife of the Great Books can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing A Great Idea at the Time: The Rise, Fall, and Curious Afterlife of the Great Books
however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into completely new
stage of crucial imagining.

Irene Howe:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be A Great Idea at the Time: The Rise, Fall, and Curious
Afterlife of the Great Books why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content
will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

William Harris:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Great Idea at the Time: The
Rise, Fall, and Curious Afterlife of the Great Books can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these guides have than the others?
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