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Chronicling the uneven rise and slow decline of segregation in American college athletics, Charles H. Martin
shows how southern colleges imposed their policies of racial exclusion on surprisingly compliant northern
teams and explains the social forces that eventually forced these southern schools to accept integrated
competition. Martin emphasizes not just the racism prevalent in football and basketball in the South, but the
effects of this discrimination for colleges and universities all over the country. Southern teams such as the
University of Alabama, University of Mississippi, and the University of North Carolina were obsessed with
national recognition, but their Jim Crow policies prevented them for many years from playing against
racially mixed teams from other parts of the country.
 
Devoting special attention to the Southeastern Conference, the Atlantic Coast Conference, and teams in
Texas, Martin explores the changing social attitudes and culture of competition that turned the tide and
allowed for the recruitment of black players and hiring of black coaches. He takes a close look at the case of
Texas Western College (now the University of Texas at El Paso), the first major white university in an ex-
Confederate state to recruit African American athletes extensively. Martin skillfully weaves existing
arguments and documentation on the integration of college sports with wide-ranging, original research,
including previously unpublished papers and correspondence of college administrators and athletic directors
uncovered in university archives.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Lyon:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Benching Jim Crow: The Rise and
Fall of the Color Line in Southern College Sports, 1890-1980 (Sport and Society). All type of book would
you see on many options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Natalie White:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this Benching Jim
Crow: The Rise and Fall of the Color Line in Southern College Sports, 1890-1980 (Sport and Society).

Melanie Roberts:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
read. Benching Jim Crow: The Rise and Fall of the Color Line in Southern College Sports, 1890-1980 (Sport
and Society) can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time
problems.

Nathaniel Mitchell:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Benching
Jim Crow: The Rise and Fall of the Color Line in Southern College Sports, 1890-1980 (Sport and Society)
offer you a new experience in reading through a book.
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