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In the popular imagination, Calcutta is a packed and pestilential sprawl, made notorious by the Black Hole
and the works of Mother Teresa, Kipling called it a City of Dreadful Night, and a century later V.S. Naipaul,
Gunter Grass, and Louis Malle revived its hellish image. This is the place where the West first truly
encountered the East. Founded in the 1690s by East India Company merchants beside the Hugli River,
Calcutta grew into India's capital and the second city of the British Empire during the Raj. Named the City of
Palaces for its neoclassical mansions, Calcutta was also home to extraordinary Bengalis such as
Rabindranath Tagore, the first Asian Nobel laureate, and Satyajit Ray, among the geniuses of world cinema.
Above all, Calcutta (renamed Kolkata in 2001) is a city of extremes, where refinement rubs shoulders with
commercialism and political violence. Krishna Dutta explores these multiple paradoxes, giving personal
insight into Calcutta's unique history and modern identity as reflected in its architecture, literature, cinema,
and music.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Wyss:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you will require this Calcutta: A Cultural and Literary History
(Cities of the Imagination).

Frank Cockerham:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the publication untitled Calcutta: A Cultural and Literary History (Cities of the
Imagination) can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

William Carroll:

The reason why? Because this Calcutta: A Cultural and Literary History (Cities of the Imagination) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with
the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret
it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will
go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Jim Molnar:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Calcutta: A Cultural and
Literary History (Cities of the Imagination) can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these ebooks have than the others?
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