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"Highly recommended. Lower-division undergraduates though faculty."
-- CHOICE

"[L]andmark volume on the subject of exclusionary policies against Chinese and Chinese Americans ... a
valuable teaching tool ... an exemplary subject reference."
-- Library Journal

Named an Honor Book by the Asian and Pacific American Librarians Association (APALA), and a Gold
Winner of the Benjamin Franklin Award.

A whole class of people, forbidden from ever becoming citizens . . . forbidden from even entering the
country-their rights torn up and trampled on, left with no political redress. This was the United States of
America from 1882 through 1943-if you had the misfortune to be Chinese.

The United States Congress banned all Chinese from becoming U.S. citizens from 1882 through 1943, and
stopped most Chinese from even entering the country starting in 1882. Forbidden Citizens recounts this long
and shameful legislative history. Congress passed restrictive legislation between 1879 and 1904. The most
notorious was the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, described as "one of the most vulgar forms of barbarism,"
by Rep. John Kasson (R-IA) in 1882.

These laws were targeted not only at immigration, they banned citizenship, even for legal immigrants who
had arrived before the gate was closed in 1882. Barred from becoming voters, the Chinese had no political
recourse against repeated discrimination.

Because their appearance and lifestyle were so different, it was easy to tyrannize the Chinese. Insisting that
the Chinese could not assimilate into American culture, lawmakers actively blocked them from doing so.
Democrats and Republicans alike found the Chinese easy prey.

For the first time, this book assembles the complete legislative history of Congress's Chinese exclusion.

"Our nation has the greatest ideals, standing as that 'city upon a hill' for the world over to look toward with
hope. Yet we have not always been as welcoming as we have proclaimed. Forbidden Citizens by Martin
Gold tells the story of the exclusion of a specific group, the Chinese people, for racial reasons that were
expressed in the most shocking terms. It is thorough, thoughtful, and highly relevant today. This work
presents the best scholarship in the most accessible manner."
-- Frank H. Wu, Chancellor & Dean, University of California Hastings College of the Law

"Through engaging narrative, Forbidden Citizens expertly tells a story unfamiliar to most Americans, one
that left a permanent scar upon the psyche of Chinese Americans and changed our nation forever. Martin
Gold's thorough and pioneering research into decades of Congressional history brings to life the politics of
Chinese exclusion in a way no one has."
-- Judy Chu, United States Representative (D-CA)



"Forbidden Citizens is a moving account of a regrettable part of American history. Marty Gold has done us
all a service by bringing this story to light so that our past mistakes are never repeated."
-- Scott Brown, United States Senator (R-MA)

"An important piece of scholarship, which vividly depicts the intensity of anti-Chinese and anti-Asian
feeling that was widespread even among our intellectual and political elite only a century ago."
-- Stephen Hsu, Professor of Physics, University of Oregon

For Complete Table of Contents, see ForbiddenCitizens.com
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From reader reviews:

Ernestine Miller:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Forbidden Citizens:
Chinese Exclusion and the U.S. Congress: A Legislative History. All type of book is it possible to see on
many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Daniel Bravo:

This Forbidden Citizens: Chinese Exclusion and the U.S. Congress: A Legislative History tend to be reliable
for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Forbidden Citizens:
Chinese Exclusion and the U.S. Congress: A Legislative History can be one of several great books you must
have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that might
be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Forbidden Citizens: Chinese
Exclusion and the U.S. Congress: A Legislative History forcing you to have an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So ,
let's have it and revel in reading.

William Emmer:

This book untitled Forbidden Citizens: Chinese Exclusion and the U.S. Congress: A Legislative History to be
one of several books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a
lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by
means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past
this e-book from your list.

Steven Delorme:

The reserve untitled Forbidden Citizens: Chinese Exclusion and the U.S. Congress: A Legislative History is
the publication that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Forbidden Citizens: Chinese Exclusion and the U.S.
Congress: A Legislative History from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.
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