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Why do democracies keep lurching from success to failure? The current financial crisis is just the latest
example of how things continue to go wrong, just when it looked like they were going right. In this wide-
ranging, original, and compelling book, David Runciman tells the story of modern democracy through the
history of moments of crisis, from the First World War to the economic crash of 2008.

A global history with a special focus on the United States, The Confidence Trap examines how democracy
survived threats ranging from the Great Depression to the Cuban missile crisis, and from Watergate to the
collapse of Lehman Brothers. It also looks at the confusion and uncertainty created by unexpected victories,
from the defeat of German autocracy in 1918 to the defeat of communism in 1989. Throughout, the book
pays close attention to the politicians and thinkers who grappled with these crises: from Woodrow Wilson,
Nehru, and Adenauer to Fukuyama and Obama.

In The Confidence Trap, David Runciman shows that democracies are good at recovering from emergencies
but bad at avoiding them. The lesson democracies tend to learn from their mistakes is that they can survive
them--and that no crisis is as bad as it seems. Breeding complacency rather than wisdom, crises lead to the
dangerous belief that democracies can muddle through anything--a confidence trap that may lead to a crisis
that is just too big to escape, if it hasn't already. The most serious challenges confronting democracy today
are debt, the war on terror, the rise of China, and climate change. If democracy is to survive them, it must
figure out a way to break the confidence trap.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Sawyers:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Confidence Trap: A History of Democracy in Crisis from
World War I to the Present.

Theodore Parish:

The book The Confidence Trap: A History of Democracy in Crisis from World War I to the Present make
one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
examining a book The Confidence Trap: A History of Democracy in Crisis from World War I to the Present
for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a publication The
Confidence Trap: A History of Democracy in Crisis from World War I to the Present. Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Diane Merryman:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The The Confidence Trap: A
History of Democracy in Crisis from World War I to the Present offer you a new experience in looking at a
book.

Charles Collier:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book The Confidence Trap: A History of Democracy in Crisis
from World War I to the Present was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
The Confidence Trap: A History of Democracy in Crisis from World War I to the Present has many kinds or
style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.
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