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Unlawful Combatants brings the study of irregular warfare back into the centre of war studies. The
experience of recent and current wars in Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, and Syria showed that the status and the
treatment of irregular fighters is one of the most central and intricate practical problems of contemporary
warfare. Yet, the current literature in strategic studies and international relations more broadly does not
problematize the dichotomy between the regular and the irregular. Rather, it tends to take it for granted and
even reproduces it by depicting irregular warfare as a deviation from the norm of conventional, inter-state
warfare. In this context, irregular warfare is often referred to as the 'new wars' and is associated with the
erosion of statehood and sovereignty more generally. This obscures the fact that irregulars such as rebels,
guerrillas, insurgents and terrorist groups have a far more ambiguous relationship to the state than the
dichotomy between the state and 'non-state' actors implies. They often originate from states, are supported by
states and/or aspire to statehood themselves.

The ambiguous relationship between irregular fighters and the state is the focus of the book. It explores how
the category of the irregular fighter evolved as the conceptual opposite of the regular armed forces, and how
this emergence was tied to the evolution of the nation state and its conscripted mass armies at the end of the
eighteenth century. It traces the development of the dichotomy of the irregular and the regular, which found
its foremost expression in the modern law of armed conflict, into the twenty-first century and provides a
critique of the concept of the 'unlawful combatant' as it emerged in the framework of the 'war on terror'.

This book is a project of the Oxford Leverhulme Programme on the Changing Character of War.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Aultman:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that Unlawful Combatants: A Genealogy of the
Irregular Fighter book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Greta Rivera:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Unlawful Combatants: A Genealogy of the Irregular Fighter book is readable
through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
associated with Unlawful Combatants: A Genealogy of the Irregular Fighter content conveys thinking easily
to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different as it. So , do you still thinking Unlawful Combatants: A Genealogy of the Irregular Fighter is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

Ruth Lynch:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from that. One
particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Unlawful Combatants: A Genealogy of the Irregular
Fighter, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-
out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading
friends.

Francis Knapp:

Unlawful Combatants: A Genealogy of the Irregular Fighter can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Unlawful
Combatants: A Genealogy of the Irregular Fighter however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader
the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.
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