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The United States will host the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation’s (APEC’s) 19th Economic Leaders’
Meeting in Honolulu, HI, on November 12 & 13, 2011. APEC was founded in 1989 to facilitate trade and
investment liberalization in the Asia-Pacific region. During the four days prior to the Economic Leaders’
Meeting, APEC will hold the fourth Senior Officials Meeting for 2011, the Finance Ministers Meeting, and
the APEC Ministerial Meeting. President Barack Obama, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, Secretary of the
Treasury Timothy Geithner, and U.S Trade Representative Ron Kirk are expected to attend their respective
meetings. These meetings will culminate a year in which the United States hosted dozens of meetings.

Although the United States was among APEC’s founding members, some U.S. officials have been frustrated
with APEC’s approach to trade and investment liberalization and facilitation. From its inception, APEC has
used a consensus-based, non-binding approach in which its members unilaterally adopt non-discriminatory
liberalization and facilitation measures. In much of its trade policy, the U.S. government has generally
utilized an approach based on negotiated binding agreements applicable only to the parties to the agreement.
As such, there has been frequent discussion about APEC’s proper role in U.S. trade policy.

This discussion remains relevant in 2011 as three other multilateral fora have become increasingly important
to the United States. The United States, along with eight other APEC members, is attempting to negotiate a
comprehensive regional trade agreement—commonly referred to as the Trans-Pacific Partnership
(TPP)—that the Obama Administration has promoted as a model free trade agreement for the 21st century.
In addition, the 6th East Asia Summit (EAS), to be held in Bali six days after the APEC Leaders’ Meeting,
will be the first at which the United States will participate as a full member. Reflecting the growing
importance the U.S. government places on relations with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), President Obama is scheduled to attend the 3rd U.S.-ASEAN Summit, also in Bali, the day before
the EAS Summit. The rising prominence of other Asian or Asia-Pacific events has also brought into question
APEC’s relevance and the necessity of the President’s attendance at the annual Leaders’ Meeting.

As host in 2011, the United States chose three main themes for the year—economic growth, green
development, and cooperation and convergence of trade regulations. In addition, it is expected that there will
be one or more major announcements regarding progress on the TPP negotiations during the Economic
Leaders’ Meeting. For more than a year, the Obama Administration has stated that it hopes substantial
progress will be made on the TPP agreement in time for the APEC meetings in Honolulu. More recently,
Japan’s new Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda has indicated that his country is contemplating joining the TPP
negotiations.

Congressional interest in APEC has generally focused on three issues—implications for U.S. trade policy in
general, potential effects on relations with China, and budgetary matters. The voluntary unilateral trade and
investment measures offered or agreed to by the United States at the annual Economic Leaders’ Meetings
may have implications for U.S. trade laws and regulations, as well as for the federal budget. For example, in
the 112th Congress H.R. 2042 is intended to help advance the U.S. commitment in 2007 to join the APEC
Business Travel Card program. In addition, U.S. initiatives under the auspices of APEC may impact relations
with China. Finally, as an APEC member, the United States contributes to the organization’s operational



budget, and as host for 2011, the United States was responsible for much of the funding for the APEC
meetings held throughout the year.
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From reader reviews:

Adrienne McGinnis:

In other case, little persons like to read book The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Meetings in
Honolulu: A Preview. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important a new book The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Meetings in Honolulu: A
Preview. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end
up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or
even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Grace Moreno:

This The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Meetings in Honolulu: A Preview are reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) Meetings in Honolulu: A Preview can be among the great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that
possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the
place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC) Meetings in Honolulu: A Preview forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful
in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Donald Wexler:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this
The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Meetings in Honolulu: A Preview.

Miguel Lynch:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this book. This The Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) Meetings in Honolulu: A Preview is simple bringing you can read it in the playground,
in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you
can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your



smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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