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Illuminates the emergence of race as a central concept in philosophy and the social sciences.

In The German Invention of Race, historians, philosophers, and scholars in literary, cultural, and religious
studies trace the origins of the concept of “race” to Enlightenment Germany and seek to understand the
issues at work in creating a definition of race. The work introduces a significant connection to the history of
race theory as contributors show that the language of race was deployed in contexts as apparently unrelated
as hygiene; aesthetics; comparative linguistics; anthropology; debates over the status of science, theology,
and philosophy; and Jewish emancipation.

The concept of race has no single point of origin, and has never operated within the constraints of a single
definition. As the essays in this book trace the powerful resonances of the term in diverse contexts, both
before and long after the invention of the scientific term around 1775, they help explain how this
pseudoconcept could, in a few short decades, have become so powerful in so many fields of thought and
practice. In addition, the essays show that the fateful rise of racial thinking in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries was made possible not only by the establishment of physical anthropology as a field, but also by
other disciplines and agendas linked by the enduring associations of the word “race.”

“This is a fascinating, truly pathbreaking collection that seeks to bring some order into the early history of
German anthropology and to clarify how that discipline understood biological difference.” — Monatshefte

“In a manner which complements the … chronological progression, the [chapters] also move from very
abstract to much more concrete concerns. The latter shed light on the social, cultural, and political
implications of the debates about race and, by adding a historical dimension, clearly demonstrate the broader
relevance of the subject-matter under investigation for the formation of collective identities in German-
speaking lands, and for the legitimization of political and cultural standpoints well beyond the period
discussed in this book.” — Modern Language Review

“This volume brings together a diverse set of important essays in an area of scholarship that is only
beginning to become well defined and developed in North America. It could eventually become something
of a founding document for a very fruitful arena of cross-disciplinary scholarship.” — Jon Mark Mikkelsen,
Missouri Western State University

Contributors include Tuska Benes, Robert Bernasconi, Michel Chaouli, Sara Eigen, Peter Fenves, Jonathan
M. Hess, Mark Larrimore, Susan M. Shell, Han F. Vermeulen, George S. Williamson, and John Zammito.
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From reader reviews:

William Sebastian:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular The German Invention of Race
(Suny Series, Philosophy and Race) book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Peter Gomez:

The ability that you get from The German Invention of Race (Suny Series, Philosophy and Race) will be the
more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The German Invention of Race (Suny Series,
Philosophy and Race) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-
known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you
for having this specific The German Invention of Race (Suny Series, Philosophy and Race) instantly.

Federico Hayward:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This The German Invention of Race
(Suny Series, Philosophy and Race) is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train
and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the
e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Wanda Hardin:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book The German Invention of Race
(Suny Series, Philosophy and Race) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent
is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open
up a book and study it. Beside that the e-book The German Invention of Race (Suny Series, Philosophy and
Race) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're
doing of the time.
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