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Chosen among Women: Mary and Fatima in Medieval Christianity and Shiite Islam combines historical
analysis with the tools of gender studies and religious studies to compare the roles of the Virgin Mary in
medieval Christianity with those of Fatima, daughter of the prophet Muhammad, in Shiite Islam. The book
explores the proliferation of Marian imagery in Late Antiquity through the Church fathers and popular
hagiography. It examines how Merovingian authors assimilated powerful queens and abbesses to a Marian
prototype to articulate their political significance and, at the same time, censure holy women's public
charisma. Mary Thurlkill focuses as well on the importance of Fatima in the evolution of Shiite identity
throughout the Middle East. She examines how scholars such as Muhammad Baqir al-Majlisi advertised
Fatima as a symbol of the Shiite holy family and its glorified status in paradise, while simultaneously
binding her as a mother to the domestic sphere and patriarchal authority.

This important comparative look at feminine ideals in both Shiite Islam and medieval Christianity is of
relevance and value in the modern world. It will be welcomed by scholars and students of Islam, comparative
religion, medieval Christianity, and gender studies.
 
“Thurlkill has produced a remarkable study, a model for comparative work in the history of religions. The
book is original, well-researched, and shows great erudition. Thurlkill's original acumen is brought to bear on
a rich and variegated topic that has for too long been ignored by specialists not willing to move beyond the
confines of overly determined areas of research.“ —Brannon Wheeler, United States Naval Academy
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Spencer:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Chosen
among Women: Mary and Fatima in Medieval Christianity and Shi'ite Islam? Maybe it is being best activity
for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before.
Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Heather Sessoms:

Typically the book Chosen among Women: Mary and Fatima in Medieval Christianity and Shi'ite Islam has
a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by
the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular
book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Maria Saad:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is Chosen among Women: Mary and Fatima in Medieval Christianity and
Shi'ite Islam this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
appropriate all of you.

Diane Gonzales:

You can find this Chosen among Women: Mary and Fatima in Medieval Christianity and Shi'ite Islam by go
to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed and also
can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose
right ways for you.
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