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Adapting a verse from the Epistle of James —"doers of the word"— nineteenth-century black women
activists Sojourner Truth, Jarena Lee, and Frances Ellen Watkins Harper, among others, travelled throughout
the Northeastern, Mid-Atlantic, and Midwestern regions of the United States. They preached, lectured, and
wrote on issues of religious evangelicism, abolition, racial uplift, moral reform, temperance, and women's
rights, thereby defining themselves as public intellectuals. 

In situating these women within the emerging African-American urban communities of the free North, Doers
of the Word provides an important counterweight to the vast scholarship on Southern slavery and argues that
black "Civil Rights movements" cannot be seen as a purely modern phenomenon. In particular, the book
examines the ways in which this Northern black population, despite its heterogeneity, came together and
established social organizations that would facilitate community empowerment; yet Peterson's analysis also
acknowledges, and seeks to explain, the highly complex relationship of black women to these institutions, a
relationship that rendered their stance as public intellectuals all the more bold and defiant.

Peterson begins her study in the 1830s, when a substantial body of oratory and writing by black women first
emerged, and traces the development of this writing through the shifting political climate up to the end of
Reconstruction. She builds her analyses upon Foucault's interdisciplinary model of discourse with an
explicitly feminist approach, drawing upon sermons, spiritual autobiographies, travel and slave narratives,
journalism, essays, poetry, speeches, and fiction. From these, Peterson is able to answer several key
questions. First, what empowered these women to act, to speak out, and to write? Why, and in what ways,
were they marginalized within both the African-American and larger American communities? Where did
they act, speak, and write from?
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From reader reviews:

Jenny Dill:

The book "Doers of the Word": African-American Women Speakers and Writers in the North (1830-1880)
give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase.
Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If
you can make looking at a book "Doers of the Word": African-American Women Speakers and Writers in
the North (1830-1880) being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you
like open and read a e-book "Doers of the Word": African-American Women Speakers and Writers in the
North (1830-1880). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So
, how do you think about this book?

Jennifer Bell:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important usually. The book "Doers of the Word": African-American Women Speakers and
Writers in the North (1830-1880) had been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide "Doers of the Word": African-American
Women Speakers and Writers in the North (1830-1880) is not only giving you much more new information
but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your
guide. Try to make relationship together with the book "Doers of the Word": African-American Women
Speakers and Writers in the North (1830-1880). You never sense lose out for everything when you read
some books.

Daniel Nelson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in writing, they
also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this "Doers of the Word":
African-American Women Speakers and Writers in the North (1830-1880).

Isidro Wells:

"Doers of the Word": African-American Women Speakers and Writers in the North (1830-1880) can be one
of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve
has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining



however delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy
arrangement in writing "Doers of the Word": African-American Women Speakers and Writers in the North
(1830-1880) but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand
new stage of crucial imagining.
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