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In this exceptional contribution to literary adaptation studies, Guerric DeBona shifts the focus away from
determining a film's allegiance to the original source and redirects the conversation to the industrial choices,
audience responses, and socio-cultural factors that contribute to the construction of the cinematic text.

 

Film Adaptation in the Hollywood Studio Era analyzes the intertextuality, cultural value, and authorship of
four films from the 1920s to the 1950s based on canonical British and American novels. This unique
methodological alternative to formalist "fidelity" approaches to literary adaptations blends archival research
with DeBona's own deft and culturally rich interpretations of David Copperfield (1935), Heart of Darkness
(1939), The Long Voyage Home (1940), and The Red Badge of Courage (1951).

 

Emphasizing the historical and cultural contexts as well as political and economic filmmaking decisions,
DeBona reveals how high-minded source material from literary luminaries Charles Dickens, Joseph Conrad,
Eugene O'Neill, and Stephen Crane did not necessarily translate to prestigious or credible films during the
studio era. He also considers how such films led to a new set of industry standards and audience expectations
in film after World War II. Through this hermeneutic and historical approach, DeBona argues that the films
are examples of what French film critic André Bazin termed "mixed cinema," and not solely the
transformation of one work of art to another medium.

 

Building on the work of mid-twentieth-century French auteurs from Cahiers du Cinéma and incorporating
contemporary film criticism, DeBona presents a fully realized methodological alternative to the formalist
approach of "fidelity critics" and conclusively demonstrates the importance of historical context to
adaptation studies.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Beltran:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you will
need this Film Adaptation in the Hollywood Studio Era.

Andrew Parker:

Here thing why this particular Film Adaptation in the Hollywood Studio Era are different and dependable to
be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content
is as scrumptious as food or not. Film Adaptation in the Hollywood Studio Era giving you information
deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with Film
Adaptation in the Hollywood Studio Era. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes
about the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can
bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Film Adaptation in the Hollywood Studio Era
in e-book can be your option.

Tina Wilson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Film Adaptation in the Hollywood Studio
Era is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Karen Huff:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as
in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Film Adaptation in the Hollywood Studio Era
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.
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