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A decade in the making, Emily Raboteau’s Searching for Zion takes readers around the world on an
unexpected adventure of faith. Both one woman’s quest for a place to call “home” and an investigation into a
people’s search for the Promised Land, this landmark work of creative nonfiction is a trenchant inquiry into
contemporary and historical ethnic displacement.
At the age of twenty-three, award-winning writer Emily Raboteau traveled to Israel to visit her childhood
best friend. While her friend appeared to have found a place to belong, Raboteau could not yet say the same
for herself. As a biracial woman from a country still divided along racial lines, she’d never felt at home in
America. But as a reggae fan and the daughter of a historian of African-American religion, Raboteau knew
of "Zion" as a place black people yearned to be. She’d heard about it on Bob Marley’s Exodus and in the
speeches of Martin Luther King. She understood it as a metaphor for freedom, a spiritual realm rather than a
geographical one. Now in Israel, the Jewish Zion, she was surprised to discover black Jews. More surprising
was the story of how they got there. Inspired by their exodus, Raboteau sought out other black communities
that left home in search of a Promised Land. Her question for them is same she asks herself: have you found
the home you’re looking for?
On her ten-year journey back in time and around the globe, through the Bush years and into the age of
Obama, Raboteau wanders to Jamaica, Ethiopia, Ghana, and the American South to explore the complex and
contradictory perspectives of Black Zionists. She talks to Rastafarians and African Hebrew Israelites,
Evangelicals and Ethiopian Jews, and Katrina transplants from her own family—people that have risked
everything in search of territory that is hard to define and harder to inhabit. Uniting memoir with historical
and cultural investigation, Raboteau overturns our ideas of place and patriotism, displacement and
dispossession, citizenship and country in a disarmingly honest and refreshingly brave take on the pull of the
story of Exodus.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Ware:

This book untitled Searching for Zion: The Quest for Home in the African Diaspora to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it.
You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in
your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Alice Lawson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the reserve untitled Searching for Zion: The Quest for Home in the African Diaspora can be very
good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Martha Fincher:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Searching for Zion: The Quest for
Home in the African Diaspora, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss
it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on
its referred to as reading friends.

Reuben Beaubien:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This publication Searching for Zion: The Quest for Home in the African Diaspora
was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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